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Domestic Comp Trophies. It was decided at the last AGM that the committee would decide upon a formula 
whereby CD’s of domestic competitions would be allowed to use part of any profit made at a comp, to 
purchase certificates, trophies or prizes to be awarded at the comp.  The result is that CD’s may use up to 
50% of the profit after payment of expenses.  The committee was also in agreement that we should continue 
with the standard GBRCAA certificates at all competitions regardless of other awards being presented, 
although a more economic means of printing them is to be sought.

Do you own a OS Hanno Special?  You may be interested to know that a second-hand Hanno recently sold 
on E-Bay for a staggering $331.55.  I hope the buyer got what he expected!

2005 F3A World Championships have been awarded to France.  More info nearer the time.

Brian Brotherton Memorial Trophy Competition - Newmarket.  I have heard from George Drever that 
he has only 4 entries (including himself!), for this comp so far.  It was cancelled last year due to lack of 
support and I’m afraid we could lose it altogether unless more entries are forthcoming.  It is a very nice 
trophy and pilots from all classes have a chance of winning it, so come on, fill in that form right now.

Anon. I really am grateful for all the contributions you make to Aerobatics news, but I would like to remind 
you that anonymous contributions only make it as far as the waste basket.  Your name must be supplied even 
if you have a good reason for not wanting it published.

Judging from Experience.  I had the (dubious?) honour to be invited to judge at the first centralised a 
couple of weeks ago, filling in for someone who couldn’t make it. So with a certain amount of trepidation, 
I loaded the car early on the Sunday morning with two chairs and a clipboard instead of the usual one chair 
and an aircraft.  Understandably, entry into RAF Wittering took longer than normal since everyone needed 
to be photographed as part of the security check but eventually we all had our passes and made our way 
around the airfield to the model flying area.  The parking area was a hive of activity as models were being 
assembled.  This was an unusual opportunity for John Mee (the other stand-in judge) and I to take a close 
look at others models as we are normally too busy assembling our own models.  Eventually, we took our 
positions and the flying began.

As the first pilot took off, it struck me that my scores today could be affecting someone place at next year’s 
Euros, a heavy responsibility indeed.  Fortunately, Stuart Mellor’s modified scoring program allowed the 
highest and lowest scores from each manoeuvre to be dropped; a system designed to eliminate judging 
errors, bias and yield the fairest result possible with only 4 judges.  The most important thing for me was to 
be consistent with downgrades and scores throughout the day.

Watching every flight of the day from the judges chair was an education!  Towards the end, you begin to 
realise there are some errors common to many pilots, like sneaking in opposite rudder prior to the snap in the 
Avalanche (thinking the judges won’t notice!) - sorry guys, but it looks terrible - especially if the manoeuvre 
is performed too close.  I can now more easily spot radius changes in looping elements.  When out practising 
next time, get your caller to sit in a chair 10m behind you and try it.  The ones to watch are the first ¼ loop 
at the top of the Figure 9 (often far too small) and the whole of the Rolling Eight.  I only hope I can practice 
what I’m preaching in the very near future (if I don’t get lynched first!).

It must have been close to 6.00 when we finished so it had been a long day.  I was cold and tired but it had 
been very worthwhile learning what it’s like to be on the other side.  It turned out that my scores had been 
slightly on the high side but pretty consistent.   Sitting in the judges chair was a very valuable experience for 
me and is something I think all pilots would benefit from trying.

Sandown.  You may be wondering why the association didn’t have a stand at Sandown this year. Well, only 
one week before the event Nexus contacted Adrian Harrison to ask how much space we needed and that was 
after the Elmbridge club had phoned to let us know that Nexus were being particularly difficult this year 
allocating space for societies and Adrian had cancelled the shell scheme.  Hopefully, they can sort things out 
sooner next year.

GBRCAA.ORG Emails. There was a glitch in the setting up of these new email addresses which resulted in 
the treasurers emails going to another (very irate!) member of the Greenwood clan.  If you emailed Stephen 
but didn’t get a reply, please try again.  All the addresses are now working as they should.

Alan Simmonds
Newsletter Editor.
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New Products
Lots of new models this time.

Lazulite
Designed by Wolfgang and Roland Matt, and brought to us courtesy of PL Prod this 
lovely looking aircraft is named after the semi precious stone Lazulite (or Lapis Lazuli). 

Data:
Weight: 4,55 kg
Length: �,99 m
Wingspan: �,87 m
Width fuselage:  0,�95m
Wing surface:  63dm2
Wing load: 72,2g/dm2
Engine: �20 to �70 4T
 �20 to �70 2T 

Suxess
A new biplane designed by CPLR and produced by ZN Line.

Data:
Wing span (m): �.76m 
Length (m):  �.99m 
Wing area (dm²): �m² 
Weight (kg):  4.5/4.6 kg 
Engine (cc): �40-�60 

Double Vision
Chip Hyde’s new biplane. Also to be made by ZN Line but no more info available yet. 

What’s going on?? I was always under the impression that bipes were a nightmare to 
trim for precision aerobatics.  Maybe I’m missing something. Either way I can’t wait to 
see them flying!  

Last but not least for this time, I received this from overseas member Dave Foley in Ire-
land. Please see the Precision Airframes advertisement on page 16 for further details.

Matrix
The origins of this design date to mid 2000 when Ewan Galloway decided to build a two 
metre F3A pattern mould that would follow the trend to deeper and wider fuselages.  
While not being too specific to set a design by having no wing and tail fillets built in.  
Little was done with the design until early 200�, when, son Hamish and mutual friend 
Frazer Briggs, active F3A flyers entered the picture with some specifics on what they 
wanted in an airframe for the new flying patterns coming out.  An aeroplane that would 
snap and have good braking on the downlines.
There was a lot of studying of photos on the internet, contact with other top 
international fliers.  With a lot of soul searching on which airfoils to use the Matrix was 
born.  Decisions were made by a committee of three, without any one of the members 
the Matrix would have been very different.

Matrix Euro
This was originally intended as a development airframe following European trends 
and has proven very successful.  Interest in it has been high so it is offered in two 
configurations exclusively from Precision Airframes.  The ARTF version comes with 
P.B.G. carbon wing and tail tubes.  The wings and tail come covered in profilm with the 
fuselage painted and lacquered in P.P.G. paint scheme.  Carbon fibre undercarriage is 
standard.  Wings also contain carbon spars from 2 tows, �2K and �/8 x ¼ inch balsa 
strip.  This is laid, in slot, in foam core prior to skinning.  The ARTC version has similar 
specifications but comes unfinished in order to allow for customisation.
Thanks to Ewan Galloway of Gallent Composites for help with this article.
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Chairman’s Page March / April 2003
By the time you read this newsletter the competition season will be under way and 
hopefully we will be taking advantage of the lighter evenings to get some flying time. 
For many, this season brings the challenge of new schedules and this has made me 
think a little about practice techniques.
Many people simply practice their chosen schedule in an attempt to improve 
the “whole flight” performance. There is certainly a case, particularly close to a 
competition, for making your first flight of the day a complete schedule, simply 
because that is what you have to do at a competition. Having done this for the first 
flight, it is very easy to carry on this way but I think it is worth considering different 
techniques to improve your manoeuvres. From watching many pilots at competitions 
and judging from time to time, I have come to the conclusion that pilots at all levels 
usually start a schedule well but after the first significant mistake it can take some time 
to recover. This is to be expected with a turnaround schedule where a positional error 
puts you in the wrong place for the following manoeuvre, but the only answer is get 
each manoeuvre at least approximately the right shape!
So, perhaps the answer is to practice individual manoeuvres, paying particular 
attention to the exit. As all manoeuvres consist of the basic elements of lines, 
rolls, stalls & spins, these need to be addressed first. Brandon Ransley wrote in the 
newsletter a couple of years ago about a practice schedule which contained the basic 
elements in a repetitive sequence and I can recommend trying this or devising your 
own schedule. You must be able to fly straight and level at the correct height and depth 
to start with. Obvious? – well just watch other pilots some time. Can you fly a round 
inside loop in any wind? Is it really circular? How about a vertical line upwards? I 
could go on, but I’m sure you can see the point. If you can get the basic elements 
right then accurate manoeuvres will follow – later. Until then, work on the basic 
elements. When you are happy with the basics, start to build up the manoeuvres one 
at a time, practising each manoeuvre. If you find you have a weak spot in one part of 
a manoeuvre you need to work on that repetitively until you are no longer making the 
mistake. Don’t be worried about flying fifty inside loops on one practice flight! When 
you have finished all those loops I promise you that your throttle control will be better 
and that you can visualise and fly a circular loop of the right size which doesn’t pull to 
one side.
For more complex manoeuvres, try building up to the complete manoeuvre. Again, this 
will sound obvious but you won’t get the last half of a manoeuvre right until the first 
half is right. I have seen hundreds of Cuban 8s which started well but went off heading 
or lost position going down the first rolling line and ended with a misshapen second 
loop followed by a hurried roll and exit. You can avoid this by just starting with the 5/8 
loop then push out inverted without rolling, then turn around and come back to start 
again. When you have the plane flying down the 450 line going through centre, add the 
half roll then pull out and fly out of the manoeuvre before turning round and repeating. 
Keep building up each element until you have the complete manoeuvre, then practise 
the complete manoeuvre a few times until you are happy. You could spend four or five 
flights on one manoeuvre but the effort will be worthwhile.

TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS?
Hi Alan, 
I’ve some news  which may be of interest to those of us having difficulties transporting 
our large 2m models, and would like to share some thoughts with you and our 
modelling friends, on this subject:
Recently I found out  that a new range of moulded fibreglass trailers is starting to 
find its way into the UK, and I am looking into possibly establishing an agency to 
distribute/ retail them myself. I have found it very awkward loading my new 2m model 
into my car, a Cavalier saloon (the fuselage has to go down the passenger’s side of the 
car with the seat reclined, while the wing is supported between the parcel shelf and 
passenger’s sun-visor!) This only leaves the right rear seat available for 1 passenger, 
not a satisfactory situation! I’m sure I am not alone in having to compromise transport 
arrangements for my family, not to mention constantly risking “hangar rash” by 
squeezing a large aircraft into the interior of a car. 

I believe there is a viable solution in the form of decent quality trailers with load 
lengths of up to about 2.4metres. 
Many modellers in South Africa use them (as I did for many years), in fact many 
households own trailers for various uses. Model aircraft can be safely and easily 
transported by trailer, as long as some padding is used (normally old foam mattresses 
work very well, even for “fragile” aircraft like Funflyers). They can be towed behind 
almost any car and are easy to handle and manoeuvre. What I need to do is put the 
idea forward and ask for feedback/ thoughts from modellers, in order to gauge the 
level of interest and get some idea whether or not there may be a market amongst the 
modelling community. 
Please feel free to contact me either by phone on (01279) 504595, or on email: 
michifam@tiscali.co.uk, with any thoughts or ideas. 
Thanks, 
Bill Michie

Nice idea Bill, but whadoyathinkyadoin talking about “Funflyers” here??? Ed.
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Letters to the Editor
Here are a couple of emails from James O’Neill with a few details of his Swift.

Hi Alan,

I thought you might be interested to hear about my semi-own design replacement for 
my ill-fated Swallow. I have used the wing and tailplane from the Swallow to reduce my 
workload and designed up my own fuz. So far it is a great success, it had two flights on 
Sunday and appears to fly if anything a bit better than my Swallow did with less rudder 
coupling (not that the Swallow was bad). Power is provided by a YS 9�, I was holding 
on for the ��0 but Dave Shadel of YS Performance doesn’t think they will be available 
in the US until around May so who knows when we’ll get it over here. I’m not sure what 
the weight is but it’s not lacking in vertical performance so it can’t be too overweight...

Attached are a few pictures, 
the sun was a bit low 
unfortunately so they’re not 
the best in the world but 
they give you an idea.

How is your Swallow coming 
on? (Not very well! Ed.)

best regards,

James

In terms of info about it, it 
is designed to be a more 
rugged replacement for the 
Flair Swallow which will 
stand up to flying through 
the winter from grass. I 
utilised the wing and tail-
plane from the Swallow, 
grafting on the tail to a new 
fuz. The canopy is from a 
Loaded Dice but I made up 
my own cowling.

Power is provided by a 
YS9� with a hatori manifold 
and Probuild pipe, it’s far from underpowered but still - the ��0 is on order!

So far it’s had a half dozen flights and looks promising, if anything it seems nicer to fly 
than the Swallow and will require less mixing to knife edge properly.

kind regards,

James

This leads me nicely onto our training day, planned for June 1st at RAF Wittering. We 
have held training days before, in various formats and attendance has been similarly 
variable. You do learn at lot at competitions but we can all potentially learn more from 
a dedicated training day. I hope we can get good attendance this year and many of the 
top pilots will be there to coach less experienced pilots. Wittering has a permanent 
club hut so there will be a facility for you to talk about aerobatic flying with others 
and run through the common mistakes. Best of all, this event will be completely free 
to participants. The Association has a reasonable surplus of funds at present, so the 
committee thought that an event such as this, open to pilots of all abilities, would 
be worthy of financial support from our funds. All you need to do is register your 
intention to attend with Alison Harrop at the address at the front of the newsletter – see 
you there!
The team selection meeting was held following the last committee meeting. It was 
good to see a number of interested members attend and thanks also to those who 
submitted their views in writing. We held a debate about what we are trying to achieve 
from the team selection process and then tried to design a challenging system without 
relying on pre-conceived ideas. At least that was my intention! In the end, we came 
down to a choice between a single or limited number of trials or a longer programme 
of trials with the opportunity to select a “best of” so many trials. At present, we have 
five trials (the Centralised FAI events) and count the best three to select the team. This 
system has potential drawbacks in that the successful pilots may not fly against each 
other in all the trials and that any distortion in the results of one event can give an 
advantage (or disadvantage) to pilots who attend that event, compared to those who 
don’t. It is also costly to arrange a suitable number of judges for each trial. Whatever 
your views on judging, the result is always more acceptable with more judges, as 
preferences are diluted.
The outcome of the debate was that from 2004 onwards, the team will be selected 
from the total of the final scores from three nominated Centralised events, to be held 
at central venues. It follows that to qualify for the team, pilots will have to fly against 
each other at all three trials. They will, by definition, be judged by the same judges on 
each day’s flying, although the judges may be different at each trial. Also, the pilots 
will need to be consistently good to score well at all three trials. This system was not 
what anyone set out to propose at the start of the meeting, but I see this as a good 
thing. It was devised as a result of sensible debate with a range of opinions being 
considered. Most importantly, I think it is a system that most people will regard as 
inherently fair.
Well, I’ve gone on enough this time I think. Do try some of the 
practice techniques I’ve talked about and see if they work for 
you. I’m off to burn some fuel…..

Kevin Caton
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3 Competition

A two part competition allowing sustained interest for spectators

Artistic Aerobatics competitions are split in two parts, the Preliminary and the competi-
tion proper. The Preliminary event, while counting towards the final result, is merely 
intended at providing a starting order for the following flights. The Preliminary event is 
basically a short aerobatic 
schedule to be flown in 
two minutes or less and is 
meant to take place in the 
morning or at a time when 
spectator levels are low. 
The results then provide 
the starting order for the 
following round, the lowest 
placed pilot flying first. This 
is a way to provide sus-
tained interest for specta-
tors and ensure that the top 
pilots fly within a reduced 
time frame, an absolute 
necessity when involving 
the Media. In addition, 
having pilots of similar level 
fly in a row makes it easier 
for the judges to be fair. 
The main competition is 
strictly flying to music and is 
organised into rounds. 

A round is made of two flights, the first one to a compulsory music (which is changed 
every year) and the next one to music chosen by the competitor himself. Pilots must 
compose an aerobatics schedule suited to the music, its rhythm, tempo and dynam-
ics, with alternating periods of soft, graceful manoeu-
vres and more dynamic and strong flying. Judging 
is made on artistic quality as well as precision and 
compliance to the music. There must be at least 
one Qualifying round, then the number of competi-
tors is steadily reduced through a possible second 
Qualifying round, Semi-Finals, (at large competitions 
only) and then ending with a Final Round with the 
remaining number of pilots. After every round the 
starting order is changed so as to follow the current 
classification. Qualifying flights are limited to two 
minutes of flying to music. The Finals have flights of 
four minutes.

4 Official Rules

The official rules (supplied on a separate sheet) 
outline the attributes of an AA model, its size, weight, 
noise limitation and flying parameters. Also available 
is the detailed judging criteria which outlines what is 
expected of a pilot when performing in competition.

Artistic Aerobatics
A BRIEF INTRODUCTION

By Steven Atherton

1 Introduction to “AA”

Flying to Music: A new competition aerobatics class made for spectators and the 
media

During the last few years, the FAI recognised the need for a more spectator-friendly 
competition class, one that is attractive, exciting and of value to the Media, especially 
TV and Video channels. Action began in 1999 when the CIAM (International Aero-
Modelling Committee) decided new competitions meeting this criteria were going to 
be needed for the World Air Games, the big event for Air Sports held in an Olympic 
Games format.

2 Drafting the Rules

Learning from full size aerobatic competition and appealing to a wider audience

A working group was assembled to work on the new competition rules. Additional 
features were also added with the intent to appeal to a wider audience and of course 
the Media. Artistic Aerobatics is unique in that it is meant for airplanes AND helicopters, 
although they do not directly compete against each other they share the same rules 
and procedures. This allows both classes to be flown at one event

The Working Group that designed the new competition was made up of World-famous 
pilots. 

To name a few: Christophe Paysant-Le Roux (France), Chip Hyde (USA), Quique 
Somenzini (Argentina), Roland Matt (Liechtenstein), Marco Benincasa (Italy), Curtis 
Youngblood (USA), Rüdiger Feil (Germany), Javier Valdeomos (Spain) and Laurent 
Lombard (France)

The final draft was submitted to the FAI by Singapore and unanimously approved 
during the March, 2001 CIAM Plenary session. It was agreed that, in addition to being 
an FAI competition class, it is to be flown at the forthcoming World Air Games to take 
place in 2005, probably in Slovenia, next to Austria and Italy.

A typical AA plane being shown in preparation for the Romilly event. This design the “Smaragd 
Freestyle” is a lightweight modified version of the popular Smaragd design available from PL Prod.

The old and the new, foreground is a new design from Fiber-
classics, the “Revolution Pro” which is available in F3A or AA 
configurations. Background is the classic and popular CPLR 
design “Majestic” a variation of the Caprise developed for the 
Japanese Air Pageant.

A typical integrated sound 
system which allows pilots and 
spectators to hear the music. A 
CD player is used for playback.
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5 What IS an AA Design?

Constant development from top manufacturers

An AA ready plane is one capa-
ble of flying to music in an enter-
taining and challenging manner. 
A typical design would be the ZN 
Line Majestic. This is a pattern style 
aircraft with hugely enlarged con-
trol surfaces. These surfaces when 
coupled with the latest breed of 
engine produce graceful yet also 
violent responses to music tempo 
and harmony.

Many of the manufacturers are 
now producing AA aircraft and 
some 30 specific designs are now 
on the market. Practise machines 
of “50” size are now common-
place and more and more “90” 
sized version are being made 
available. A typical practise 
machine might be the Kyosho 
Majestic or the Hirobo Stream 
50 HiPerf. A typical entry-level 
machine might be the ZN Synergy 
3D or the Hirobo Stream 90 Hi 
Perf or MK 3D Dancer. YS are the 
most popular engine choices, 
the YS63. YS110 and YS140 being 
used by nearly all pilots. The OS 
140RX, 160FX and Webra engines 
are also being used.

Some competition designs avail-
able (2m)

ZN Majestic, ZN Synergy 3D, Focus 
AA, Fiberclassics Revolution Pro, Lorenz Rhapsody, High Society, Hirobo Stream HiPerf 
series, PL Prod Cyclone, Smaragd Freestyle, Fiesta, Flashdance, Funtana, JR Diablo 
2000 “AA”, PBG Extra 260 “AA” and many many more.

Thanks for that Steven. AA sounds quite different to what we are doing in F3A 
although there are similarities - many of the rules are common to both AA & F3A 

and the models appear to be the same only with different control surfaces. 
It is the committee’s wish that the GBRCAA embrace Artistic Aerobatics and maybe this 
is just what we need to rekindle a greater interest in competitive aerobatics in the UK.
Steven Atherton and Peter Brett are organising a introduction / teach-in / demo day 
(date yet to be set) so anyone who is interested should contact Steven for further 
information on 01438 812917 or have a look at the AA website: 

WWW.ARTISTIC-AEROBATICS.ORG
I’m sure Steven would be glad of any kind of support from our membership (flying or 
organisational) in order to get AA off the ground.  Ed.

MK Bellcrank Fault
I came across this via the NSRCA discussion a while back and thought it worthy of a mention 
here.  It relates to a fault discovered in some MK bellcranks which are in almost universal use 
in the UK.  The following explains the problem and how to fix it.  Personally, I would return it for 
replacement, but if you have a comp coming up...  
(I’ve re-drawn the graphics as the originals were unsuitable for newsletter reproduction.)

The MK elevator coupling, it appears, has had a bad production batch. I, along with other build-
ers have come across a misalignment with the arms. I have had e-mails from others stating that 
theirs are fine but you might as well check anyway.
Special thanks to Iiro Nikkila of Denmark for these photos & his fix.
Here is a shot of the problem.

Here is a cad drawing of the result if not corrected.

This is how he fixed it. (I believe that the problem lies in the mold of the center section as this 
looks off center.... just my opinion) 

A new design from PL Prod is the “Fiesta” which has been de-
veloped by Quique Somenzini. Weight saving measures are 
achieved through carbon components and foam core wings. 
As you can see the airframe has huge control surfaces.
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it with a fuel dot (expensive Tetra part!). So my two pipes coming out of the fuselage 
are this vent pipe (green) and the filler pipe (yellow) going to the T piece. It sounds 
complicated but is more easily understood in figure 2. Note that in this diagram I’ve 

mistakenly placed the filter between the header and main tank wheras it should be on 
the fuel pipe between the T peice and the engine.

Your probably questioning the servo arrangement on the right of the engine and what it 
might be for. Well the DZ will flood during fuelling and also storage with a full tank and 
so I’m using a Dubro smoke valve to squeeze the fuel pipe and hence prevent fuel flow 
to the engine whenever the throttle kill switch on my Futaba 9ZAP is in use. So far this 
method has been �00% reliable and has the benefit of no longer necessitating me to 
take the canopy off my model to block the fuel line manually with a clothes peg. This 
sounds trivial but if you do this say �0 times every outing, canopy screws soon become 
worn and can strip as happened to me in the 2002 Nationals flyoff’s. The detail of this is 
shown in figure 3. In case you are wondering the other servo is the throttle servo.

Next month I’ll send you 
some information detailing 
the operation of the DZ fuel 
pump / regulator system.

Best wishes

Keith Jackson

Hi Alan,

I’m sure many pilots will be using the YS DZ�40 this year for the first time. Looking at 
a number of F3A forums there seems to be confusion as to the best way to plumb this 
engine. I have seen numerous reports from pilots saying they manage a flight lasting 
�/2 tank and then the engine dies as air gets in the fuel line. Based on my experiences 
last year I have enclosed a description and some pics of the system I use in my Angels 
Shadow.

The YS DZ �40 differs from all previous YS engines in that it does not pressurise the 
tank to force fuel back to the engine. It is fitted with, to quote our Chairman, a positive 
displacement pump, which basically sucks fuel to the engine in a similar manner to the 
OS / Webra fuel pumps.

Last year when I recieved the DZ I initially used the YS foam clunk in a standard fuel 
tank. This gave the afore mentioned problems of cutting after using just �/2 a tank 
and so moved onto using a header tank; if this was good enough for Wolgang and 
Roland Matt, then it would be good enough for me. The operation of the header tank is 
basically to provide a small volume of fuel which will normally never have any air inside 
and hence no air should then feed through to the engine. The arrangement for this is 
shown in figure �. 

Here a small (2oz) tank is connected in line with the main 20oz tank. Note that these 
are standard Dubro tanks and cost a fraction of the equivalent Tetra or MK devices. The 
main tank is a standard 3 pipe arrangement; that is one pipe connected to the clunk 
and two others acting as vents. The header tank however is just a two pipe setup, one 
feed and one vent. Note even in this case that I have a clunk inside the header just as 
for normal tank setup. Also I have used the DZ foam clunk in the main tank.

The fuel feed from the main tank leads through to the vent of the header tank and in 
turn the fuel feed from the header tank leads to the engine. Since the DZ�40 is trying 
to suck fuel, the main tank needs to be fitted with a vent to atmosphere. To prevent fuel 
leaking out into the fuselage, mine is fitted with a standard YS check (one way) valve. 
When filling the tank it is necessary to break into the fuel pipe leading from header to 
engine with a T piece (cheap plastic ones available from Halfords which do not react 
with 30% Cool Power!) and fill the header first which when full will automatically start 
filling the main tank. Since fuel is enterring the system the corresponding volume of air 
must be allowed to leak out. Now you could unplug the YS check valve from the main 
tank vent but as I’m lazy I employ the second vent pipe in this tank and normally seal 

Figure 1.

Figure 2.

Figure 3.
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GBR/CAA Competition Entry Form 2003

Comp. Venue  Date:

Name:

Address:

Telephone No:

BMFA No.

GBR/CAA No.

Frequencies:

1.

2.

You must specify an 

alternate frequency.

Only ODD frequencies 

are allowed.

Your car details: Reg. No. Make Colour Names of Passengers

Completed entry form, entry fee and a self addressed, 

stamped envelope must be sent to the contest director 

not less than three weeks prior to the contest date.

Cheques should be made payable to the GBR/CAA 

and dated for the date of the competition.

Important Notice to all Competitors and Contest Directors

Pre entry is a requirement of all GBRCAA competitions. If you wish to submit a late entry for a GBRCAA 

competition, contact the CD. If the CD is willing to accept your late entry you will have to pay double 

fees for the competition. If you have pre entered and fail to turn up on the day, no refunds will be given.

Competition Entry Fees - please tick

Sportsman £5

Standard £10

Senior £14

Masters £14

FAI Domestic £16

FAI Centralised £20

CD to return this part to entrant

Your entry for …………………………………………………..………...is accepted/rejected

Your frequency is …………………….

Remarks :

Signed …………………..…………..…….………….CD. Date …………………….

Important note for MOD sites:

You must bring some means of identifi cation (Driving Licence, Passport etc.) on the day.
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Weekend 1 Weekend 2 Weekend 3 Weekend 4 Weekend 5

April

6
Icebreaker - Heswall
All classes
CD: Dave Matthias

13
1st Centralised - Wittering
FAI (P-03)
Entries to Alison Harrop

Skelbrooke Nr Doncaster
All classes
CD: Steve Dunning

20 27

May

3/4
Sandown Park Model Symposium
Esher, Surrey

11
2nd Centralised - Ashbourne
FAI (P-03)
Entries to Alison Harrop

18 25
Mansfield (Max 15 Entrants)
All classes
CD: Trevor Plumbe

June

1
Judges & Pilots Clinic
Wittering
All classes - FREE ENTRY!!
Entries (with car details 
please) to Alison Harrop at 
least 2 weeks prior to the 
event.

6/7/8
International Tournoi de 
Champagne - Romilly

15
Ashbourne
All classes
CD: Brian Hoare

22
3rd Centralised - Glenrothes
FAI (P-03)
Entries to Alison Harrop

29
Brian Brotherton Memorial 
Trophy, Newmarket
All classes
CD George Drever

Skelbrooke Nr Doncaster
All classes
CD: Steve Dunning

July

5/6
Larks 2003 2 Day Contest
Market Harborough
All Classes
CD: Brandon Ransley

13
4th Centralised - Bedford
FAI (P-03)
Entries to Alison Harrop

20 27
Warboys
All classes
CD: Clive Whitwood

August

3
Huddersfield
All Classes
CD: Sam Wragg

10
Bedford
All Classes
CD: Brian Ball

17 24 31

September

6/7
Triple Crown - Scotland
Glenrothes

7
Skelbrooke Nr Doncaster
All classes
CD: Steve Dunning

14
5th Centralised - Cashmoor
FAI (P-03)
Entries to Alison Harrop

21 27/28
GBRCAA Championships
Wroughton
All Classes
CD: Kevin Caton
Entries to Alison Harrop
1 1/2 x entry fees

October
5 12 19 26

GBRCAA Competition Calendar Issue 2 - March 2003

7-17 F3A World Championships
Deblin, Poland

CANCELLED*

WINDY!

* Cancelled due to loss of the Heswall site.
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Contest Directors
Alison Harrop
133 Longdown Road
Congleton
Cheshire
CW12 4QR
Tel: 01260 279227

Bob Ailles
67 Wilson Avenue
Rochester
Kent
ME1 2SH
Tel: 01634 849101

Brian Ball
73 Greenfield Road
Flitton
Bedfordshire
MK45 5DJ
Tel: 01525 712599

Brian Hoare
27 Forest Road
Winsford, Cheshire
CW7 2RE
Tel: 01606 861793
Email: 
briansairstrip@aol.com

Brandon Ransley
The Granary
Tunnel Hill Mews
Knock Lane
Blisworth, Northampton
NN7 3DA
Tel: 01604 879263
Email: 
bwr@howes-percival.co.uk

Clive Whitwood
7, Wheatsheaves
Sawtry
Huntington
Cambridgeshire
PE17 5NG
Tel: 01487 832195

Dave Matthias
8 Addison Square
Widnes
Cheshire
WA8 7DF
Tel: 0151 424 3738

Elliot Balfour
51 Braefoot Avenue
Milngavie
Glasgow
G62 6JS
Tel: 0141 584 9609

George Drever
12 Green End
Stretham
Ely
Cambridgeshire
CB6 3LE
Tel: 01353 648360

Sam Wragg
65 Stanley Road
Chapeltown
Sheffield
S35 2XS
Tel: 0114 246 4031

Steve Dunning
10 Pinefield Road
Barnby Dun
Doncaster
Tel: 01302 886279

Trevor Plumbe
18 Greenacre
Mansfield
Nottinghamshire
NG18 3JZ
Tel: 01623 462279

TRAINING DAY - WITTERING
1st JUNE

Well, by the time you read this article most of you would have flown in one or more 
competitions and be walking away with your scores not knowing where you are going wrong 
with some manoeuvres.  I’m hoping that with some assistance from top pilots and judges 
that we can rectify some of these problems.

A lot of problems come from poorly trimmed models and with help from top pilots flying 
your models they may be able help to trim them correctly.  The judge’s roll will be talk to 
about the shape and positioning of manoeuvres.

As time will be short I hope not too spend much time on flying complete schedules but 
concentrating on the troublesome ones.  Don’t forget, this event is open to all classes.  

All entries to Alison Harrop at least two weeks before the 1st of June and car details 
must be given including how many people in your car.  On the day, you (and any 
passengers) MUST bring some form of I.D. for the RAF security check.    

Hope to see you there, Bob Ailles
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Here’s a few words from our Secretary Stuart Mellor

Membership
Membership  now stands at ��� ( April 8th), not unreasonable for the start of the 
season. If you’re not reading this - you must be one of the remaining 26 from last year 
who have yet to join! You may have noticed our ad in the current BMFA news. It will be 
most interesting to see if advertising works or if the alternative argument is correct - that 
anyone interested in aerobatics will find us. Still, the ads free, so we’ve nothing to lose.

Score sheets & Promotions etc
You have probably seen the new schedules in the last newsletter & noticed the odd 
typo that slipped through on the scoresheets - the noise penalty should read -�0 not 
-5. The FAI scoresheets is correct. I can’t see this anomaly causing much trouble at 
domestic comps - since noise isn’t normally  measured & it would be a brave judge who 
awarded noise penalties in those circumstances!

Also on the Masters schedule a “promotion” score has been shown in error. There is 
no promotion from Masters - as follows:- Promotions are from Sportsman to Standard 
to Senior to Masters. Once in Masters fliers can elect to fly either the new masters 
schedule OR the FAI schedule or BOTH. Both schedules are treated as in the same 
class.Thus if you flew FAI last year & wish to fly the new masters schedule this year - 
no problemo - you have NOT demoted yourself & can fly FAI again at any time.

Dog Days
Yes, this hardened 2 stroke fan has finally softened, (along with my credit card) & 
I’ve decided to see what all the fuss is about & purchase a YS Dingo. Staring at the 
bottom of a learning curve at the evening of a lifetimes 2 stroke modelling was never 
going to be easy, but I duly assembled all the right gear - 20% Nitro YS fuel (23% oil), 
Hyde mount, teflon couplers, nervous twitch etc.  & screwed everything into my new 
Hydeaway. 

Fortunately, should everything go pear-shaped Dingo-wise the OS �40 fits exactly 
in the same place on the mount. It only takes �0 minutes to change engines. (the 
plumbing regime for both engines is the same as well). I didn’t like the supplied furry 
clunk in aluminum - it seemed too light, so I turned up a heavier but identical version 
in brass & refitted the sponge outer. The first run of the engine was in the unfinished 
model with very oily fuel, recommended 2 turns open,starting very well & a tickover 
well under 2000 rpm & instant pick up. Impressed - model finished. First flight - 2 turns 
, �/2 power, YS 20% nitro fuel,�5x�3 APC, 7 minutes, nothing fancy - no problem. 2nd 
fight  -ditto 3rd flight - 8 minutes, �/4 - �/2 power then - bang. Landed, bang caused 
by spinner breaking. Hmm - thought dingo’s didn’t throw spinners. Assumed clunk had 
come out of fuel & engine stopped suddenly, throwing spinner. 4th run - engine now 
mounted on test stand, same everything else. Engine running at 5000 rpm, sound 
very good. After 5 minutes - suddenly the classic YS lean “sound” then bang - prop & 
spinner loose. Engine is mechanically very sound, compression amazing for a new 
engine, tappets unaltered, fuel pump spewing out fuel, no leaks, can’t see anything 
wrong.Time for an e-mail & several phone calls. Thanks Phil - who suggested I 
tighten the prop nut properly! I don’t like the supplied prop nut & locknut - the main nut 
seems way too thin for the job & I think I was simply frightened of stripping it. Must get 
something better for the future. So tighten the nut a lot & try again. This time with the 
old trick of contact gluing a piece of emery on the back of the spinner backplate. 

Next run -success! no sign of slippage or any malfunction, so its back in the model 
again.

A few myths have grown up around the dingo & its operation including : “if air enters 
the fuel line the engine will stop”. Similarly, the instruction leaflet says that if the clunk 
comes out of the fuel, the engine will cut i.e. all the fuel cannot be used in the tank”  
(sounds a bit strange when supposedly 20 oz is needed for a �0 min. schedule - does 
that mean 26 oz of fuel or a header tank to compensate?) So to test this, I deliberately 
let air into the fuel line by unscrewing the fuel filter slightly. Guess what 

- no matter how much air I let in the engine kept running without leaning, even when the 
fuel line was 50% air. Next I deliberately run the engine dry @ approx. 5,000 rpm. As 
the fuel level dropped to the clunk level I expected the engine to stop. No siree - every 
drop of fuel was consumed from the tank before the engine cut & when it did it was a 
typical 2 stroke stop - nothing violent at all (so that rumour is true) , although admittedly 
these were bench test conditions - but don’t always believe what you hear or read! 
Hope the above might be of some use to budding dingo users & more next time.

regrds

Stuart

Members Adverts
Members may place private adverts in this section free of charge. Display and Commercial 
adverts will be charged at the following rates:

GBRCAA Newsletter Advertising Rates 2003

Price Per Page

Pages Discount % B&W Colour

¼ 0 £6.00 £�0.00

½ 0 £�0.00 £�6.00

1 0 £�5.00 £20.00

2 5 £�4.25 £�9.00

3 �0 £�3.50 £�8.00

4 �5 £�2.75 £�7.00

5 20 £�2.00 £�6.00

6 25 £��.25 £�5.00

7 30 £�0.50 £�4.00

8 35 £9.75 £�3.00

9 40 £9.00 £�2.00

10 or more 45 £8.25 £��.00

Discount rates are based on total pages (B&W + Colour)

For Sale
• Thule Alpine 500 Top Box.  Takes a full 2m model.  £75 o.n.o.
 Contact Alison on 0�260 279227 or John on 07747 ��5424

• Futaba FC28 transmitter, latest model equiv. to zap. Brand new (never used) 
in case, including extras. DSC lead, tray, stick extensions, �800 battery pack. 
Bargain £530. Contact Dave Matthias Tel: 0�5� 424 3738
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1st Centralised - RAF Wittering - 13th April 2003

Pos. Name Round 1 Norm Round 2 Norm Round 3 Norm Final 
Total

� Brandon 
Ransley 483.00 �000.00 474.50 99�.64 483.00 �000.00 2000.000

2 Angus 
Balfour 462.00 956.52 476.50 995.82 482.50 998.96 �994.785

3 Steve 
Burgess 464.00 960.66 478.50 �000.00 470.50 974.�2 �974.�20

4 Richard 
Howarth 467.00 966.87 473.00 988.5� 475.50 984.47 �972.978

5 Keith 
Jackson 445.00 92�.33 472.50 987.46 464.00 960.66 �948.�23

6 Dave 
Matthias 446.50 924.43 456.50 954.02 477.50 988.6� �942.636

7 Malcolm 
Balfour 435.50 90�.66 425.50 889.24 462.50 957.56 �859.2�3

8 Kevin Caton 437.50 905.80 456.00 952.98 0.00 0.00 �858.775

9 John Harrop 440.50 9�2.0� 445.50 93�.03 436.00 902.69 �843.043

�0 Steve 
Underwood 4�9.00 867.49 430.50 899.69 424.50 878.88 �778.569

�� Richard 
Christopher 408.50 845.76 427.50 893.42 420.00 869.57 �762.982

�2 Sam Wragg 38�.00 788.82 383.50 80�.46 378.50 783.64 �590.283

�3 Mike Wood 50.00 �03.52 325.50 680.25 356.00 737.06 �4�7.3��

�4 Alan Wild 353.00 730.85 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 730.849

OUR 2003 MODEL:  SIMPLE AND LESS EXPENSIVE OPTION
By Bill and Alistair Michie

Wotsit called?  Spirochaete (don’t ask, but it has to do with slow and graceful 
movement!)

How big is it?  Span 77ins/ 1.96m: length 77ins.

Wotsit weigh?  9¼lbs (with standard size throttle servo and 1200mAh Nimh batt)

Wotsit Gottin?  Webra 1.45 and pipe, APC 16x14 prop, 2x S9102 ail servos, 2x S9204 
servos for Rudd/Elev, S148 Thr servo, Futaba R148DP Rx, and fixed U/C.

Who builtit?  Not us! Another well-known Pattern flier with some excellent ideas! (done 
as a special favour). We covered it, which may explain the basic but highly visible 
colour-scheme!

Wotsit madeof?  Fuselage is: 1/16 balsa sides, laminated with Kevlar cloth; light foam 
top and bottom decks, the forward one veneered, the aft two covered in brown 
paper(!). Balsa triangle longerons and “end-grain” balsa/ carbon formers more or less 
complete the picture.  Fin is foam veneered with Obechi. Rudder is VERY light built-
up and balsa sheeted. Wings and tailplane are effectively fully built-up using blue 
foam ribs (wings) and white foam ribs (stab) and partially sheeted with 1/16 balsa (!) 
The wings have full-span hardwood spars, doubled for the inboard half-span, as well 
as plywood U/C mountings for the wire (!!) undercarriage fitted with ultra light foam 
wheels (at £2/pr from the local model shop!) Ail’s and elev’s are lightweight built-up 
construction. Note that, before covering, you could see the internal construction of the 
sheeted bits if held up to the light: that includes the fuselage!

Wottelse of interest?  One-piece Wing looks like a pylon-racer, T/C 11% root, 9% 
tip, with sharp L/E’s. Moderate taper but little sweep. Relatively small-looking stab, but 
very effective due to the long fuselage. (long tail-moment, short nose) I tried a nice 
shiny large-diameter aly spinner but the 5ozs weight and resultant pitch-trim change, 
changed my mind! Entire airframe covered in Profilm, colour scheme designed to (a) 
be visible, and (b) show off the construction by being a little different!

Wotsittflylike?  Will keep you posted! Initial flights very encouraging, most of the basic 

Steve Underwood’s Hyde-Away as flown at the comp
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It’s not very often you get a volunteer for a job, so when Keith Jackson kindly offered 
his services once again to compile all the individual competition scores into a 

league table, it didn’t require much discussion before the committee accepted!  Here’s 
what Keith has to say about changes for this year.

Method for scoring the GBRCAA domestic competition league for all classes

The aim is to provide a simple scoring method from which everyone can easily 
calculate their points from. It is based on rank and no of entries and is a simple 
addition of two components which is: 

Total score = rank points + � point per every pilot in class

The rank points start at �0 for �st place, 8 for second, 6 for third, 4 for forth, 2 for 
fifth and then � point for all lower positions. 

In addition a point will be awarded to every pilot depending on the number of 
pilots in that class, which addresses the fact that the competitiveness increases 
with the number of entries. Thus:

Rank Points No of pilots Bonus Points

�st �0 � �

2nd 8 2 2

3rd 6 3 3

4th 4 4 4

5th 2 5 5

6th � 6 6

7th � etc etc

For example a pilot winning their class with 4 entries would receive �0 + 4 = �4 
points. Another pilot coming 3rd out of 5 entries would receive 6 + 5 = �� points.

I suppose the only downside to this idea is the fact that a clear winner 
need not push themselves to get extra points but I think the simplicity 
outweighs this facet, which means pilots can get an idea of their 
standings at the event instead of waiting for the results to be processed 
by me. It also allows the CD to score the event how they want since the 
points are not dependant on raw / normalised calculations. 

I would advocate the total to be based on the best five scores instead of four in 
last year. Note that there will now not be a perfect score that a pilot can obtain 
on completion of the league and the overall number of points obtained depends 
strongly on the attendance at competitions.

Keith Jackson

trimming and setup now sorted (about 20 flights to date). Lands like a pussycat despite 
the thin wings (low wing-loading!) Very stable, forgiving and “groovy” in flight. Nooooo 
problem with climb at this weight! Should be able to fly any manoeuvre in the current 
P03/ F03 schedules without difficulty. (we’re flying the new Senior Schedule so are not 
limited by the aircraft!)

Why the change?  Last year we flew an excellent Loaded-Dice (ex John Mee) and 
did very well with it. During the season though, we did figure out that a full 2m aircraft, 
especially if light, could make a noticeable difference to our flying, more in terms of 
flying style and speed. As cost was a major factor, one of the “new-gen” 2m planes 
was out of the question, even second-hand. So we decided to give this route a try, 
with the help of a pattern friend. It seems to be a good idea, at very reasonable 
outlay, especially considering most of the equipment in the a/c is second-hand! I also 
enjoy trying something slightly new and some of the ideas in this are well thought-
out, as well as an interesting mixture of Hi and Low-Tech! It does show what can be 
done on a limited budget, but using cheap/ expensive/ lightweight/simple materials 
appropriate for the job. The end result is a cost-effective alternative to the modern 
excellent but expensive airframes, which we hope will be competitive and easy to fly. 
All we have to do now is practise (lots) and get thoroughly familiar with the different 
flying characteristics. Roll on the Competition season, and we hope we can keep the 
aircraft in one piece long enough!

I hope this was not too long, but it was done as an item of interest, and may also give 
some alternative ideas to some fliers also hoping to move up to bigger models. At 
the end of the day, if you’ve got an aircraft that’s more or less “in the ballpark” it’s the 
preparation/ practise and flying ability that scores points. If you can afford the best, 
use it. Otherwise, there ARE alternatives!

Bill Michie.                                                                                                March 2003
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81,STATION ROAD.LANGLEY MILL
NOTTS. NG16 4DU.

TEL.01773 717336 / FAX.01773 713051
E-MAIL hewittjohn@talk21.com

F3A UK BUILDING FOR YOUR SUCCESS!

F3A UK are proud to announce that we are now a ZN LINE distributor.
F3A UK have learnt through experience in aerobatic flying exactly what is 
required from entry at standard level through to achieving masters status.

We  here at F3A UK treat every pilot as an individual and tailor our 
services to your needs.

F3A UK  offers a full building service leaving you free to put in 
that all important practice.

All ZN and PL kits come with carbon/nomex former kits and 
carbon endgrain balsa bulk-heads.

All building work is done in house.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9am-9pm

F3A UK THE ALTERNATIVE !!

ZN LINE KITS
All ZN Line kits come with all flying surfaces covered in contest grade balsa. 
(Servo and retract holes cut).

SYNERGY
Carbon / kevlar £ 530.00

EVOLIS. 
Carbon / kevlar £ 530.00
ALLIANCE
Carbon / kevlar £ 530.00 

CAPRICE  OPTIONAL FIXED GEAR
Carbon / kevlar £ 530.00 AVAILABLE FOR ALL KITS

MAJESTIC
Carbon / kevlar 
Carbon u/c £ 560.00

MADNESS  3D
Ready covered £ 195.00

LARGE MODELS
CAP 232 TOC
Ready to cover   £ 1,275.00
NEW !!    WINNER OF 2000 TOC!

EXTRA 330S
Carbon / kevlar, 3mtr span, engine capacity 150cc (D/A 150), carbon u/c,
Carbon former kit  £ 1,175.00

NEW!   EXTRA 330S
Carbon / kevlar, 2.5mtr span, engine capacity 100cc (D/A 100), Carbon u/c, 
Carbon former kit.  £ 750.00

Pictured right
2002 RCM&E
FREESTYLE
WINNER!!!

Ali from Al’s Hobbies
With his F3A UK built 

ZN Line Majestic.
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PL PROD
All PL Prod kits come with all flying surfaces, covered with contest grade 
balsa (servo and retract holes cut).

SMARAGD
Carbon / kevlar  £530.00
EXCELLENCE
Carbon / kevlar   £530.00
LARIMAR        OPTIONAL FIXED GEAR
Carbon / kevlar  £530.00        AVAILABLE
TORNADO
Carbon / kevlar  £530.00
EXTRA 330s
Carbon / kevlar, 
3m span, engine capacity 150(D/A150)  £1,145.00

FIBER CLASSICS
EXTRA 330 TOC 
Ready painted in Fiber Classics own colour scheme  £2,350.00
(Custom designed option available).

GILES 202 TOC
Ready painted in Fiber Classics own colour scheme  £1,950.00
(Custom designed option available).

ENGINES
YS 
NEW !! YS 140 DINGO   £395.00 
(Available now!)  
YS 140L £365.00 
YS 91 £260.00 
YS 63 £208.00 

NEW!!                               
YS 140 FZ 2 £360.00

OS
OS 140F1 £850.00

WEBRA
145R £315.50

D/A PETROL ENGINES
D/A 150 £1,145.00
NEW!!  D/A 100 £895.00

ENGINE MOUNTS
Gator soft & safe £40.97
Hyde 140 £118.00
Hyde 140ARI £150.00
NEW!!   
PL mount for YS 140 £150.00
NEW!! 
ZN mount for YS 140 £139.00 

MANIFOLDS   
Hatori YS 120/140 £30.40
AAP power manifold £50.00
AAP header tube £9.50
AAP support bracket £10.45

PIPES
Hatori 693 £125.50
F3AUK pipe 4 stroke £60.00
F3AUK pipe 2 stroke £60.00

TETTRA
14oz tank £8.80
16oz tank £9.90
20oz tank £11.00
Fuel t’s £4.10
Fuel dots £4.50
Switch bracket £7.35
Black 55mm wheel (each)  £14.27
Red 55mm wheel (each) £14.27
Angle push-rod £3.00
Straight push-rod £4.00

HATORI
Silicon tail pipe £7.95

CFE
Nose Ring £9.95
OS 140 nose ring £10.95
YS 140 air filter £19.50

RETRACTS
Supra DX 60 £41.90
Supra DX 200
(Titanium legs) £99.50
Giezendanner £139.95
3/16 titanium legs £19.75
3/16 DX legs £10.95

ZN
Anodised horns (L) £11.50
Anodised horns (M) £11.50
Anodised horns (S) £11.50
Pull-pull wheel £15.00
70mm spinner £38.50
76mm spinner £42.10
82mm spinner £42.10
98mm spin.carbon £62.50
113mm spin.carbon £68.00
127mm spin.carbon £74.50
152mm spin.carbon £92.95

PL  
Anodised horns (L) £11.50
Anodised horns (S) £11.50
85mm spin.carbon £47.50
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APC 
14 x13  £9.07
15x11  £9.07
15x12  £9.07
15X14  £9.07
15X14N  £9.07
15.5X13N  £9.07
16X10  £9.07
16X11  £9.07
16X13  £9.07
16X14  £9.07
16X16  £11.00
17X12  £11.00
14.5X12F/B  £19.95
15.5X12F/B  £19.95

MK
Gear linkage  £9.65
Suspension axles  £44.50
Tail wheel  £13.50
Dual coupler (S)  £24.99
Dual coupler (L)  £24.99
55mm wheels  £8.95
2.5mmBB servo-ends   £6.39
2.5mm BB horn ends  £6.39
3 mm BB servo-ends    £6.39
3 mm BB horn ends £6.39
YS header mount £21.95
OS header mount £25.95
Alloy horns
Plastic base (S)  £5.50
Alloy horns
Plastic base (M)  £5.50
2.5mm ball joints  £4.20
Remote glow plug set  £13.70

DUBRO
4-40 ball link  £2.96
4-40 pull-pull system  £6.75
Servo horn set  £10.50
T-style horns (L)  £4.95
 
GATOR 
Stab adjuster kit  £10.95
Wing adjuster lit  £13.95
Wing tube set 7/8x24”   £20.85
Gator mount rubbers  £6.55
 
TRU-TURN SPINNERS
2.1/2” FAI  £25.50
2.1/2” FAI (LBP)  £33.50
2.3/4” FAI (LBP)  £33.50
3” FAI (LBP)  £36.00
 
BUILDING MATERIALS
300mm x 300mm end grain-carbon 
balsa  £21.00
300mm x 300mm nomex Panel 
(glass skin)  £15.00 
300mm x 300mm nomex panel 
(carbon skin) £23.00
 
LEAK FREE GASKET                  
                                     
YS 140  £15.95

FUTABA RADIO GEAR

9 ZAP W/C 2 combo    £950.00

9102 servo  £52.00 9402 servo £58.50
9202 servo  £44.00 9204 servo  £58.50
136G servo  £34.50 3101 servo  £21.50

DIGITAL SERVOS

9150 low profile  £71.50   9151 9.5 kg £85.50

FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES IN STOCK
i.e.  battery packs, switches, extensions, etc.
 

RING FOR BEST PRICE.

NEW ! NEW ! NEW ! NEW ! NEW ! NEW ! NEW ! NEW !

• ZN Synergy 90 3D ARTF
• Fiber Classics Revolution-Pro fully moulded F3A design
• ZN Line Enigma designed by Arnold Poyet
• ZN Line Hyde Away
• Asano carbon pipes for 2 and 4 stroke (very light)
• Asano flexible manifold for YS
• Asano flexible manifold for OS 
• Jamara ARTF KITS  -  £149.95
• Swallow 90, Edge 540, Giles 120, and Cap 232

• Hatori pipe 698 for YS DZ140 £125.50
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Skelbrooke
April 13th  2003

The competition season arrives!!
Originally the traditional Icebreaker competition was to be held at the Heswall Club on the 
weekend of 6th April. Unfortunately, the Club has since lost this site and the comp had to be 
cancelled.

Hence the first comps of the new season were held last weekend, 7th April, with not one but two 
competitions on the opening day. These involved a BMFA Centralised event at RAF Wittering 
and a domestic competition at my own field at Skelbrooke.

The Skelbrooke competition had a full entry prior to the event but, as can happen, problems can 
occur and two pilots had to drop out. This left 15 pilots to compete in all 5 classes with the new 
Masters schedule being flown for the first time. The majority of pilots were in the Senior class, 
with seven flying and interest was shown in the first flight as a new schedule had been introduced 
for this year. Although pilots have practiced, there is no substitute for the competitive situation 
and being able to analyse how the other pilots see the schedule. The responsibility for this fell 
to Adrian Harrison, flying a respectable schedule and scoring 270 in the process. This set the 
standard and all pilots achieved good scores despite the conditions that gradually got worse as 
the day progressed. It certainly wasn’t going to be one of those days when club members were 
going to be waiting to fly at the end of the competition! Seniors was won by Ken Moss with 
Adrian in third and Ashley Hoyland in third.

The two competitors in Standard class were completely new to the competitive scene and 
were using equipment that proves that you can do well and enjoy yourself without spending an 
absolute fortune. Clive Grisold brought along his family to offer support and encouragement, 
which they duly did. Clive was flying an MK Alliance, a kit, which is traditional nature, in that 
it uses an all balsa and ply construction, designed with the YS 63 in mind although lesser power 
plants could be used. With the addition of a manifold and pipe, the model handled the difficult 
conditions well and left Clive just 3 ½ points short of a promotion score with his second flight. 
The other pilot in this class was Steve Kent, using the popular Loaded Dice II as his foil for 
the competition. Steve also did well to say it was his first competition and nearly achieved a 
promotion score. The competition between them was so close that they both had the same score 
at the end of the day, the deciding factor was the highest individual flight, the honours going 
to Clive by just 3 points. I hope to see both of them at other comps later in the season. Clive 
entered the June Skelbrooke comp during the day such was his enthusiasm after competing for 
the first time.

Sportsman class had two competitors from the Mansfield club, Trevor Plumbe and 16 year-old 
Tom Bootyman. Trevor will never allow me to take a photograph of his model again as, for the 
second year running, after I have done so, Trevor has promptly crashed. Having said so, on this 
occasion it was purely due to the strong crosswind on landing that caused the problem and the 
fuselage on his New Solution snapped in half just behind the wing. Never mind Trevor, you’ll 
just have to fly the Elation now. Despite his problems, Trevor did enough to come out on top 
to take 1st place.

Two flyers who competed in Seniors last season and gained promotion points decided to fly 
the new Masters schedule this, these being Brian Hoare and Matthew Hoyland. Both continue 
to campaign last years models, a Smaragd and a Majestic respectively. Problems plagued 
Brian and he had to forfeit his first round and he eventually had to concede defeat to Matthew 
following an excellent final flight from the Sheffield based pilot.

FAI had just two contenders, long time competitor Arthur Silsby again made the trip over 
from the Isle of Mann to compete against Phil Turton who decided on the more direct route 
from Seniors, where he flew most successfully last year. Hard practice by Phil paid off and 
two consistent scoring rounds of 428 in each saw off the challenge of Arthur, giving Phil the 
honours.

Not all the models were ‘high tech’. Besides Clive Grisold using an MK Alliance, Martyn 
Uttley from Cumbria also chose to use not only the same model but power plant as well. It 
was remarkable to see how well these models handled the difficult conditions with Martyn 
scoring well in Senior, in this his first competition since his move up from Standard last year. 
Out of the fifteen competitors that flew only five used what I would call ‘high tech’ models, 
i.e. Kevlar/carbon fuselage with foam wings. This must surely give those of you out there 
contemplating taking part in a competition heart and realise that not all fliers in aerobatics have 
deep pockets!!

Many thanks to the judges, Pete Cappleman and Dave Scoles who are regulars at these 
competitions and to Phil Turton and Arthur Silsby who judged two rounds of Sportsman and 
Standard in order that we could have continuous flying. Brian Hoare and Eddy Scott helped take 
the pressure off by totting up a number of score sheets.

I, together with other fliers, can only hope that the weather improves for the rest of the comps 
this year.

Steve Dunning CD

Place Name Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Total
FAI

� Phil Turton 386 428.5 428 856.5
2 Arthur Silsby 299.5 329 338 667

Masters
� Matthew Hoyland E/C 353.5 42� 774.5
2 Brian Hoare X 3�8.5 3��.5 630

Senior
� Ken Moss 302 286.5 232.5 588.5
2 Adrian Harrison 270 235 294 564
3 Ashley Hoyland 285 27�.5 277.5 562.5
4 Eddy Scott 285.5 275.5 273 56�
5 Steve Dunning 283 236 257 540
6 Martin Uttley 246 238.5 22�.5 484.5
7 Russell Aisbitt 23� 2�0.5 2�6.5 447.5

Standard
� Clive Grisold �90.5 2�6.5 �96.5 4�3
2 Steve Kent �99.5 2�3.5 �94 4�3

Sportsman
� Trevor Plumbe �30 94.5 X 224.5
2 Tom Bootyman 83 ���.5 78.5 �94.5
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COMPUTERS?
 If you’re looking for a computer system, before you spend in the high street 

why not talk to us. We specialise in systems built to your needs and budget. 

Established for 9 years we can supply systems at lower than shop price and 

offer expert advice with top quality systems. 

Examples: AMD Motherboard 128MB RAM, 30GB HDDrive, 8-32MB AGP Video, 56 Speed CD Rom, 

Sound and speakers, 17”VGA Monitor, 1.44 Floppy, 56k Modem, Keyboard, Netscroll Mouse, WINXP HE  

and UK delivery!!

Processors as follows:-

AMD Duron 1200 £504.30 Inc VAT

AMD Athlon 1 Gig £519.80 Inc VAT

AMD XP1800 1.53G £544.47 Inc VAT

AMD XP2100 1.73G £568.50 Inc VAT

INTEL P4    1.8G £617.47 Inc VAT

INTEL P4    2G £635.15 Inc VAT

 Add 16x DVD + £44.50  or 40x12x48 CDRW for Just £68.00!!

Range of IBM ,Toshiba, and Dell Laptops with prices as low as £350 

Please call or view our web site

UPGRADES and parts - sound cards, zip drives, hard disks, SCSI cards, memory, 

networking, printers, scanners, software, etc etc Call for full list or quotation.

All machines with 2 year RTB Warranty.    

Interest FREE credit available for GBRCAA members !!

Call Bob Palmer at:-   ResiSystems Limited 
0870 1628971 Daytime 01325 284206 Evenings

Systems House, 18 Exeter Drive Haughton Grange, Darlington Co Durham DL1 2SE

E email bob@resisystems.co.uk

WEB SITE http://www.resisystems.co.uk/acatalog

Or buy on-line at:-

Http://www.computers-hardware-accessories.com
Prices correct at time of writing though may vary by publication.


