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GBR/CAA Committee 2006

GBRCAA Home Page: http://www.gbrcaa.org
E-mail to newsletter: news@gbrcaa.org

Note from the Team Manager: The 2006 European Championships will be held at Buochs (near Luzern), 
Central Switzerland 26th Aug - 2nd Sept. Website: http://www.em06.ch/
If anyone would like to join the team as an official supporter with family and friends please contact Alison 
Harrop before the end April.
Training Day with Bob Skinner: Sadly, this has been cancelled as Bob has other commitments. 
Website Update: I’m happy to let you know that the GBRCAA website will be updated very soon. I have felt 
for some time that although the Forum has been a great success story, the rest of the website has been stagnating. 
It was decided at the last committee meeting that control of the website should remain within the committee and 
for the time being will be run by John Mee, Ashley Hoyland and myself with assistance from Matthew Hoyland. 
This will mean moving the site to a new web host and although we’ll try to avoid it, we may lose the members 
profiles and posts on the present forum. During the move, the site will be down for a short time, but we’ll make 
sure the site can be “inherited” by future committee members and it won’t need moving again.
Sorry if my ponderings are a little brief this time; I guess I ran out of space!
Alan Simmonds 
 Newsletter Editor
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Aerobatics News is the official publication of the Great Britain Radio Control Aerobatic 
Association.
The content is determined by the Editor, hence any opinions expressed, except by way of 
official minutes of a meeting, do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Association or its 
officers.
All contributions to the newsletter are gratefully received. Any artwork, photographs, 
computer disks, etc. which require return should be made clear by the sender. However the 
editor cannot be held responsible for loss or damage to such items.
Format: A5 Portrait, Margins: top/bottom: 6mm, left/right: �0mm. 

Cover Pic: Barry MacLeod with his new Lazulite (well, it was back then in 2004!!)

Wanted: Articles, reports & results, model/engine/equipment reviews, letters, for sale/
wanted adverts, photos and anything else you would like to see in this newsletter.

Deadline for Spring issue of Aerobatics News:  4th June 2006

GBRCAA Chairman’s Report 2005 – Kevin Caton
I am very sorry that I can’t attend the AGM this year. As many of you know I work shifts and this 
weekend I shall be working day shift on both Saturday and Sunday. I can normally take holiday but my 
deputy who covers my position is away in Thailand taking part in a world record attempt at skydiving. It 
is certainly very unusual for two FAI Sporting Licence holders to work for the same company, let alone 
work in the same team!
For me, 2005 was a very difficult year. This meant that my commitment to the chairman’s job was far 
lower than is necessary. When unanticipated events occur, something has to give, so regrettably I had 
to reduce the time I spent on GBRCAA business. It was very fortunate that John was able to take on 
much of my work and I thank him for his help in keeping things going. Also, the other members of the 
committee worked very hard to keep the GBRCAA running smoothly.
When I started this job back in 2002 I stated that we had to build our credibility as an organisation 
capable of developing RC aerobatic flying in the UK. I believe we have made good progress against 
a backdrop of falling membership. Each year we have to compete with new branches of model flying 
and compared to our colleagues in other countries, we do not benefit from very high levels of positive 
coverage in the modelling press. I always enjoy reading the columns written by our members such as 
Steve Dunning and we have had some good articles written by Ashley and Matthew Hoyland. I am 
really pleased to see that Ashley is making great efforts to raise our standing in the model flying com-
munity and I urge you all to support him in his new role.
Our competitions are still well supported and it is good to see new faces each year. At the moment 
there is a high level of interest and discussion on the web site and I can see that people are looking for-
ward to the new season, with new schedules to learn. The training events we have run in recent years 
have been well received and I hope these will continue in some form. I always enjoy these days and 
hope to attend one or two this year.
The UK team at the World Championships achieved our best team result for many years, with two 
pilots making the cut for the semi finals (I won’t elaborate on the third pilot…) and our best individual 
result since �989. Congratulations to Angus and Brandon who showed that we are among the world’s 
elite F�A pilots.
As you will be aware, I decided to step down at the end of last year and make way for somebody with 
the right level of commitment to the job to lead our association forward. I am grateful that we have a 
volunteer and I offer my full support to Peter. Although I have been involved with the GBRCAA for many 
years, I have no intention of fading away and I am flying whenever I can, learning the new schedules 
and preparing for this year’s major competitions. I will see you all on the flight line later this year, with 
renewed energy and a determination to fly better – and that, if we are honest, is why we are here!
Have a good meeting and thanks to you all for your support over the last four years.
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Minutes of the GBR/CAA Annual General Meeting 2005
Held on 28 January 2006 at the Holiday Inn, Leicester

Meeting started 11.05am 22 members & 9 committee members attended
1. Apologies for absence: Kevin Caton, Richard Christopher, John Mee, Andy Waterhouse, Roger 

Marples, Brian Hoare, Alistair Mickie, Matthew Hoyland, Keith Jackson.

2. Approval of AGM 2004 minutes:-
 Amendment to 9(�) to read best of 5 comps - Passed unanimously.

3. Matters arising: None

4. Officers reports:-
Kevin’s report will be in the next newsletter
Acting PRO’s Report from Ashley Hoyland:

I was co-opted onto the committee in October after my meagre efforts at the Nationals 2005.  
Itallowed me to give you a flavour for what I would like to do. You will have the opportunity 
to vote on the subject very shortly and I want to make it very clear that I will not be offended 
in any way if anyone wants to stand against me, it might be a relief, as I have said, I am not 
sure I am totally comfortable doing the job. Very embarrassed asking for sponsorship, I am 
a poor correspondent, there are other things I want to do and the time I spent so far is quiet 
unbelievable and unexpected.

However it would be good if we could make our public relations operation self funding, much 
of my time in the later weeks of 2005 was spent trying to convince suppliers that individual 
views and actions should not reflect on the Association as a whole.  Members need to realise 
just how far the forums reach.  Many companies have declined help, but in the end we have 
got some good offers for raffle prizes, but it has been hard work. JR MacGregor have asked 
me to stress that there could be lot more help in the future, if we “behave ourselves”, and 
particularly for JR users in the team. “Grey imports and the rubbishing of equipment” are their 
main areas of concern.  However I have stressed that we cannot accept any sponsorship on 
an exclusive basis.

I have made a statement in the GBR/CAA News, and I have contributed to the forum including 
some ’off line’ contact following some forum posts that were undermining my efforts to get 
sponsors.  It made me feel that we were on a self destruct path.  Our reputation and image 
is appalling.  So I asked all members if we could give ourselves a chance to start afresh, and 
appealed in our News letter for all members to do nothing to undermine our credibility.

If I continue to be PRO, my appeal is changing - I am now asking for support and help for the 
next �2 months to try to make a difference.

There is now a sub-committee to cover Press exposure/coverage, recruiting new members, 
help for new members, the Nationals and other events.  Stuart Mellor, Alan Simmonds, John 
Mee and James O’Neill are the initial committee members, and we will invite the Nationals CD 
whoever that might be, to join us when we start talking about the Nationals.

Matthew and I have spent some time creating a web site that we hope would be helpful to new 
members. The address is:  www.users.waitrose.com/~aerobatics  I believe it may be made 
available as a link from our existing site, but it is early days and we will need to address any 
site integrity issues as they occur, so you may have to be patient if anything goes wrong, but 
this was done at no cost to the Association.   

I keep getting reminders that a good idea is not a good idea until it is carried out, and there are 
a lot of ideas, so if you want it happen, if you want to turn these into a good ideas, I need help, 
a lot of help!

A �4ft x 4ft banner is in the process of being ordered to be used at events. A sample of 
the graphics is available here to look at.  {This is put on hold until we have reviewed of our 
signage.}

The first � articles are completed for the BMFA news which should see continuity through the 
first half of 2006 but we need a correspondent to assure continued coverage.  {Gary Peacock 

and Eugene Anker have agreed to take this on.}  

We also have the opportunity to publish monthly news in AMI in addition to Steve Dunning’s 
articles.  We need a correspondent. {Garry Peacock and Eugene Anker have agreed to take 
this on as well.}

What is the best way to get this help?  Before this meeting is closed we need members to take 
ownership of what they think they can do, we need to be sure that help is available before we 
agree to go ahead as I do not want to find we are committed without the help is in place, if 
help is not be available we must think again.  

I will do all I can, but I cannot do it alone, and I appeal most strongly to all members to help.

2006 Events - Now I am asking for more help.

We have agreed to man stand at Sandown, but I was concerned about cost and my first 
reaction was to run a raffle to cover the costs, however we have moved on from there and I 
must thank James O’Neill for his efforts in this direction and I now call on James to report on 
his progress.  {James said that he had friends at Traplett and negotiations for a free stand 
are just about in place.  Flying slots may be organised and it was agreed in principle that we 
should fly the Sportsman and Standard schedules under ‘competition’ conditions, judges, 
scribes and a full commentary.  This would allow for more suited models to be flown and give 
the audience a feeling that “I could do better than that syndrome”.  We need people to help 
with the flying slots man the stand and sell raffle tickets off the stand!}

The idea of the raffle remained, but proceeds could now cover PRO costs.  Due to the 
difficulty of obtaining just one lot of good modelling prizes, I would like to run it though the year 
to be drawn at 4pm on Monday at the Nationals. I hope we could offer a couple of gallons of 
fuel to the member selling the most tickets. 

{News of the prizes will be posted as soon as they are finalised on: www.users.waitrose.
com/~aerobatics/Temp%20raffle%20page.}

How many books can you sell at £�.00 per book of five tickets (20p each)?  {It was generally 
agreed that to speed up sales we should charge £1.00 per ticket. This would also save on the 
cost of tickets as well.}

So this is where I ask for help again: 

Sandown – get out amongst the spectators. {Mike Binnersley has already come forward to 
help with Sandown and of course James O’Niell but we need more bodies to make Sandown 
work}

Wing and Wheels – Gary?  {Gary agreed to run with this event again.}

If the BMFA Festival of Flight is confirmed this year. I would like to suggest that we run this 
as an invitation event for any BMFA member to fly an model in front of the judges.  A sort 
of training day for all.  {This date was confirmed as the 11 June but the sub-committee has 
to develop the idea.   If we are to go ahead arrangements have to be finalised as soon as 
possible if we are to get maximum press coverage.}

Nationals – get down the flight lines more than once per day and in the hanger in the evenings 
with raffle tickets.  I will do the public contact on the flight line, but again we need help.  – who 
will do it?  Please let me know what you can do. {The sub-committee will discuss and will be 
asking for volunteers again to ‘work the spectators’ and sell raffle tickets.}

And there may be other venues we will hear about.  {We heard that NEC Expo 2006 may 
be an opportunity to sell raffle tickets.} The Model Expo event at the NEC has since been 
cancelled - Ed.

Comments from the floor:
Bill Michie praised Ashley’s website.

Ashley Hoyland - Volunteers needed to write articles for magazines.

Stuart Mellor - We need more new members as we have lost 25% this year,  if we don’t  
succeed the responsibility for aerobatics can revert to the Power Tech Committee who will only 
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concentrate on Team Issues.

Ashley Hoyland - Could not believe how much work the committee does.

Gary Peacock - do we need to expand? ie freestyle competitions. Bob and Peter are judging 
an indoor aerobatic competition at the NEC on �st and 2nd July.

Brian Ball - At his club the flyers do no want to enter competitions.

John Harrop - Buy a plane to share and then go to clubs and show the club members what 
we do.

Bob Ailles - Hold a north and south challenge

Mike Wood - There are some good pilots in clubs but they are nervous about entering comps, 
training days would help them overcome this.

John Harrop - Bob Skinner training days, over the past 5 years it has been embarrassing at 
the low attendance by the members. Members can attend a Centralised to see how a comp is 
run.

Alan Simmonds - Publish training days in RCM&E etc

Ashley Hoyland - Website - orientated towards beginners, there is a big gap between club 
flyers. The word competition is a no no.

Bill Michie - Hot shot club members are good at aerobatics but will not enter comps.

Brian Ball - Run comps with engines and wing spans under a certain size. He has offered to 
hold a comp using the same type of model.

Chris Andrews - List clubs on the website so beginners can find a local club.

Ashley Hoyland - Run a mentor system, with contact email addresses on the website to help 
flyers. Perhaps the mentor could visit the pilots site.

Ken Moss - All domestic comps held at Ashbourne are open to club members free of charge 
but no one ever takes up the offer.

Mike Wood - Team up with a mentor for the day at a comp.

Steve Dunning - Visit his shop and they will take them out to fly.

Bob Ailles - Dave Smith has done a lot to help flyers.

Ken Moss - offered a free loaded dice to anyone who wanted to have a go.

THE WEBSITE:- 
Linking Ashley’s site to the main site  was required.  John Mee to  contact Nik Middleton.

Mike Wood -  �)  Make the website different from forum with only members having access to the  
 forum.

2)  Register  for website access  – so we know who people are when they use the   
 site

Bill Michie - Have several people who can police the site and remove unacceptable postings, or 
vet posting before they are actually released onto the site.

Sam Wragg - Remove forum

Ashley Hoyland - The forum gives vital information to a lot of people.

Mike Wood - If moderated after it  is already on the forum the damage may already have been 
done.

Ashley Hoyland - If you want to criticise somebody, pick up the phone but do not put it on the 
website.

Eugine Anker - Have a general form for problems etc and a separate chat room

James O’Neil - The front page of the website was not up to date, it shows links that don’t exists 
and schedules that are out of date. 

TEAM MANAGER 

The BMFA would not ratify John Harrop as Team Manager for the European Champs as he was 
in the team. It was proposed that Alison Harrop’s name be put forward for ratification.     Passed 
unanimously.

5. Approval of Accounts: Copies of the accounts were circulated and approved unanimously.

6. Election of Officers
Chairman - Peter Brett:- Proposed: John Mee, Seconded: Bob Ailles - agreed  unanimously

PRO - Ashley Hoyland:- Proposed: Stephen Greenwood, Seconded: Bob Ailles - agreed 
unanimously

Newsletter editor – Alan Simmonds:- Proposed: John Harrop, Seconded: Stephen 
Greenwood - agreed unanimously

7. Subscriptions, Competition entry fees 2006
Committee proposal to increase subs by £� to £�2

Committee proposal to not to increase competition entry fees.

Amendment to proposal from Brian Ball to increase fees by £5 Proposed: Brian Ball, 
Seconded: Adrian Harrison

Vote: For �, Against �7, Abstained 4 - defeated

Committee proposal  Seconded by Gary Peacock

Vote   For 24   Against 0   Abstained 4 - Carried

Because of the increase of site fees we may have to look at increasing competition fees next 
year.

Membership fees may now be paid quarterly by standing order if any member wishes.

Newsletter by e-mail - this would cut down on postage, Alan will advertise this in the next 
newsletter.

8. Committee Proposals
Proposal 1 - See item 7

Proposal 2 - That the FAI event at the BMFA Nationals counts for the domestic league in the 
same way as other competitions

Reasons: to remove the anomaly that the FAI Nationals event is the only non-counting event 
for the FAI domestic league. Proposed: Stuart Mellor, Seconded: Sam Wragg - Passed 
unanimously

Proposal 3 The FAI event at the Nationals shall be the same schedule(s) as those flown at 
Centralised events prior to the event.

Reason: so that FAI at the Nationals is tied to and flown to the same format as Centralised 
events to provide consistency year to year. Proposed: Stuart Mellor, Seconded: Sam Wragg 
- Passed unanimously

9. Members Proposals
Proposal 4 Judges to be paid a set fee of £�5 for each competition.

Reason: To encourage more people to judge. Proposed: Brian Ball - After discussion no 
Seconder found

Proposal 5 Increase subscriptions by a minimum of £5. 

Reason: To keep a healthy balance and keep in line with inflation. Proposed: Brian Ball 
Withdrawn as already increased in proposal �

Proposal 6 That the association’s tagline be “Flying aerobatics from beginner to expert” and 
that be integrated into the GBRCAA logo.

Reason: Some reasoning behind the choice of tagline. “Flying aerobatics from beginner to 
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expert” is an active statement and states what we do. If it stated “RC Aerobatics” instead it 
would be passive because there is no verb and repeats from the logo. “beginner to expert” 
tells people immediately who the association is for without using terms like Sportsman, 
Masters, FAI or F�A which would be unknown to those not yet involved in aerobatics.

Proposed by Mike Wood but after discussion withdrawn but a vote was asked for on the idea 
of tagline .   For 8     Against ��    Abstained  5

A proposal was put forward that the committee investigate the possibility of redesigning the 
logo.Proposed: Peter Brett, Seconded: Adrian Harrison - For �9   Against  9   Abstained 2

Proposal 7 I think we should “drop the Sportsman schedule from our class system”

Reason: �)  Schedule too easy, in fact the new ‘C’ certificate is much harder

2) The proposed new standard schedule is shorter and slightly easier than before  
making a good starting point into turnaround flying.

�) The current sportsman schedule is too short. I have thought for some that we 
ask a lot of people to practice and to make the effort to travel sometimes long 
distances to fly � very short flights. I really do believe that potential newcomers 
think that this class is too easy and not worth bothering with.

4) Unfortunately I have experienced a lack of recognition for the class as a comp 
where we nearly lost a new member.

Proposed by: Gary Peacock - proposal withdrawn

10. 2006 Events
Sandown – James O’Neil informed us that we had a stand from Traplet free of charge in 
return for publicity. We had a possible flying slot and could fly Sportsman/Standard with 
commentary. Help was needed. A raffle would be held.

Team Trials – Same format as 2005 with a possible venue of Cottesmore �5/�6 July - 2 x 
PO, 2 x FO and 2 unknown will be flown. Help is needed in any capacity, helpers would need 
to complete an entry form at least � weeks before the event.  Entries to Alison Harrop

CD’S: �st Centralised: TBA 

  2nd Centralised: Brian Hoare

  �rd Centralised: TBA

Nationals: CD: Sam Wragg  

Invitation to Sam to attend committee meeting for further discussion. Sam thanked everyone 
for their help last year.  Fees to remain the same

GBRCAA Championships - Kevin Caton or Ashley Hoyland to CD with a possible venue  of  
Wellingborough. 2�/24 September. Double normal competition fees will apply.

Triple Crown  -  Is in England  this year. But the Scottish flyers feel that the Winchester Club 
site is too far away so we are looking for another site.

Team - Kevin Caton, John Harrop, Keith Jackson and Richard Christopher.

International Team - Sam Wragg and Bary Macleod.

Chris Andrews is to speak with Andy Prime re using the Leicester Club site.

Training Day at Bill Michie’s site. Bill has approached their Chairman who will put it to the 
club (Stansted Club) Possible dates 26 February or 5 March - Format ideas welcome.

11. Any other Business
Ashley - Appealed for any contacts from anyone who will sponsor.

Sam Wragg - Thanked the committee for doing a good job.

Next AGM: 18 November 2006

BMFA Festival of Flight - Barkston Heath - 11 June 2006.
HELP! this is a new venture for us – inviting any BMFA ‘B’ certificate holder to fly in front of our 
judges.  Participants could fly a few manoeuvres of their choosing or fly a schedule, or just ask for 
help and advice.  We should be ready to enrol them into the Association if the opportunity arises 
and of course sell them raffle tickets, but most of all we want them to have a good day.  We will 
hold a domestic competition for all classes, but depending on the response from none Association 
members we may have to limit the number of competition flights, but only if we have to.  I am not 
sure how we are going to arrange frequency control as we can only use channels 59, 6�, 65, or 
67, but safety will be the priority on the day.  Many members will be at Romilly so entries could be 
down, but an early pilots briefing may be desirable.  Thanks go to Alan Simmonds, John Mee and 
Peter Brett who have already agreed to be judges.  If anyone would like to volunteer to ‘entertain’ 
our visitors on this day please let me know.

DETAILS OF the GBR/CAA 2006 RAFFLE
With this issue of our Aerobatic News you have received 5 books of 5 raffle tickets to sell (UK 
mainland members only).  Please let me know when you need more.  Would you please put your 
name on the stubs of each ticket you sell so that I can find a winner for the couple of gallons of 
your favourite fuel.  Tickets are £� each and I need the stubs of sold tickets with a cheque (made 
payable to GBR/CAA) returned to me as soon as possible, but before the �8 August 2006.  Would 
you also please return unsold tickets by that date.  We will be selling tickets at the Nationals, so 
stubs for tickets sold at the Nationals, money, and unsold tickets will need to be returned to me, 
one hour before the raffle is drawn.  The draw will take place on the flight line on Monday afternoon 
immediately after the prize giving around � or 4 pm.  

The prizes are exceptional and you should have confidence in the appeal these prizes will have to 
most modellers.

�st Prize will be a JR Macgregor PCM9x2 Tx with synthesized module, R900S Rx and 4 DS8�� 
digital servos, �400ma nicad and charger, a Flair Leo ARTF aircraft kit and a £�50 voucher for Al’s 
Hobbies to help the winner finish the model.

2nd Prize:  The X-Tech Probuild Infinity �.�0. High quality and light, fully built up model of 69 inch 
wing span. With ball raced fittings, pull pull system, tank and engine mount. Ideal for the YS ��0.

�rd Prize is an Elation Models Minimax 50 ready built and finished.  Just fit your radio gear, engine 
(up to a YS 6�) and tank.

Other prizes include RCM&E and AMI year subscriptions. Perma-grit sanding tools and Chip Hyde, 
foamy fore-play kits for electric.

We thank those who have helped with our raffle prizes: JR MacGregor, Flair Models, Al’s Hobbies, 
Probuild Aircraft Limited, Elation Models, Aurorra Models, Perma-Grit Tools, RCM&E and Aviation 
Modeller International.

HELP!!
Helpers needed to run our Centralised and Team Trial events

If you would like to help in the running of one of these competitions, please fill in an entry form and 
tick the HELPER box and send it off to Alison Harrop at least 3 weeks before the event.

As any CD will tell you, running a competition and trying to fly competitively is very difficult. It’s 
hard to focus on your next flight if you have to make sure the next pilot up is in the ready box, time 
each flight, do the noise checks, find scribes and then scribe yourself. The pressure is already on 
for these pilots and although they will be happy to help out, what they should really be doing is 
thinking about how they can score higher in the next round. Our team placing at the 2005 World 
Championships was a big improvement over previous years - lets help to try and make it better still.
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Chairman’s Report
I have asked the Committee to take on two objectives for 2006, which are:

• Make safety the priority
• Improve our internal and external communication.

I would like Safety to be the first priority for all the activities of the GBRCAA. It is something 
which I know we are all well aware of, but I am sure that at competitions other pressures can 
compromise our training and personal priorities. Last year we had some incidences at our 
competitions that could have resulted in personal injury and I would like you to consider for a 
while how we would have dealt with that sort of situation.  We are just about to issue a revised 
copy of the CD Guide and I would like to invite all of you to contribute ideas to a section on 
competition safety for the next edition.  Everybody should contribute at least one idea to 
improve safety at our competitions, be it an anecdote, a near miss, a safety procedure, or an 
example of good practice.  Send your ideas to the Newsletter Editor and he will include them 
in upcoming Newsletters.  Some things that come to my mind are:

• Safety must take priority over the FAI rules for flightline positioning
• All competition organisers must have a first aid kit
• Take off must start downwind of the judges and pits
• Competition organisers must have an emergency plan to get an injured person to 

hospital or to an ambulance
• Safety procedures must be the top priority for the pilots briefing

So, no blame culture for safety issues lets just get them sorted out and make sure everybody 
learns something new.

Communication is our other priority and our new and very enthusiastic PRO, Ashley Hoyland, 
will be at the centre of our activities.  The Committee has sanctioned Ashley’s ambitious plan 
for 2006, which you will be hearing about elsewhere and we will also be concentrating extra 
effort on the Newsletter and the Website.

Our newsletter has been taken over again by Alan Simmonds, who has been tempted back 
after a short sabbatical, to work his magic on Aerobatics News. If it’s as good as it was last 
time around, I’m sure we will always be eagerly awaiting the next issue.  But please help him 
out with articles and contributions, because it will only be as good as the material he gets from 
the membership. 

The website has caused a revolution in the way we can communicate both within the 
association and to the outside world.  Nik Middleton has done a fantastic job designing, setting 
up and doing the ongoing administration for our website, which is as good as the best site 
in the modeling world.  The committee has decided to spread the load of the responsibility 
for the administration of the website, to a small group of 
committee members. Consequently Nik will be stepping down 
as Webmaster. I would like to offer Nik a huge vote of thanks 
on behalf of the Association for all the work he has done in 
dragging us into the 2�st century. The new team will be John 
Mee, Alan Simmonds and Ashley Hoyland and I know they 
have a lot of ideas on how to build on Nik’s success.  So with 
this extra resource available now, make sure you make the 
most of it, by letting them know how the website could serve 
you and the association in a better way.

Peter Brett
Chairman

Sandown 2006
As I am sure by now you are all aware, this year we are stepping up our efforts to promote 
the Association and to encourage new members to join and to take up this wonderful sport of 
ours.  As part of this we will this year be returning to Sandown after a lay-off of several years.  
The focus of the event will be to demonstrate that F�A flying is affordable, achievable and fun.  
To this end it will not be a demonstration of top end multi-thousand-pound models being flown 
through the FAI schedules or similar (we have Christophe to do this for us!), but rather an 
exhibition of affordable and competitive models and a demonstration of flying and schedules 
that could be successfully flown by most people watching.
The show, which is over the weekend of 20th/2�st May, is organised by Traplet who have 
kindly agreed to provide us with a free stand for the weekend – however these things do not 
run themselves so we need volunteers!  
The Stand
The stand will be about 4 to 5 metres long, which should be big enough to allow us to show 
ourselves off to good effect.  We need an absolute minimum of two people on the stand at 
any one time – so that means we are going to need a team of at least 6 or 7 people each day 
to make this manageable once flying slots and lunch breaks are taken into account.  On the 
stand we will display our splendid new banner along with publicity material and a selection of 
models.  As I mentioned above, we are focussing our efforts on encouraging new people to 
have a go, so we need a good selection of basic 40 and 90 size models as well as the more 
glamorous 2m models.  If you have anything like this that you could let us display then please 
let us know!
In addition we will be selling tickets for the raffle that Ashley is organising – again this is going 
to need a full and enthusiastic army of people to sell as many as possible!
The Flying
We are hoping to have several flying slots each day (I say hoping as it is unconfirmed as I 
write this).  Again, we will be focussing on flying the introductory schedules with affordable 
models.  The plan at the moment is to fly the sportsman and standard schedules with a 90/��0 
size plane along the lines of a Flair Leo.  With a running commentary giving a description of 
what is being  flown, and a mock judging of the flight, this should we hope show people that 
they can both afford to get into F�A, and actually be able to fly the schedules successfully.  
We currently have three volunteers for the flying displays but again, it will be good to spread 
the load out so please do put your hand up if you would like to help out with this side of the 
event.
The Reward
Well, hopefully our hard work will be rewarded with a reversal of the membership trends over 
the last few years, which is something that we will all benefit from as without a healthy level of 
membership the Association will cease function.  And I sincerely believe that we can do this; 
however, without your help it will not happen.  Having a stand at Sandown will only work if it 
is manned by enthusiastic and helpful people (of which you are one) – if people walk past a 
non-descript stand with one bored person sat at the back this will back-fire on us.  And as if 
this wasn’t enough reward itself, you will get the chance to have a good look around the show 
for free.  Can’t be bad can it?
What Next?
Next you need to let me know that you can help out.  By the time that you read this there 
should be a thread on the forum on which I will keep people up to date and you can use this 
to ask me questions and to register your support.  Or you can send me a private message 
through the website, email me at james@slowroll.f2s.com or call me on 07799 404487 – any 
time.  I look forward to hearing from you!
James
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PRO’s Report

Until we can fully investigate the AGM proposal to change our logo, this should help to say who we 
are.
I am sorry I have not had the opportunity to tell everyone what is happening since I decided, and you 
agreed that I should fill the position of Public Relations Officer.  Some details were discussed about 
our public relations at the AGM, but in an effort to make a difference this year, work and progress has 
been almost continuous since we returned from the Nationals 2005.
There were several points discussed in the latter part of 2005 which I thought were worth perusing.  
The most important of these was brought home to me when I was asked at the Nationals 2005, “what 
do I get from the GBR/CAA when I join, where do I get help and advice”. I was almost lost for words 
and it made me realise that we should not underestimate the work our Contest Directors do to satisfy 
the most basic requirement for our average member, that of providing competitions, and to do that 
CDs have to find a suitable site, liaise with our chief judge to make sure judges are available and 
spend their day doing so many things, sometimes making it difficult to fly themselves.  “What else” 
I was asked, now I was really struggling, we did not produce the Association News at the time, and 
having a vote at the AGM didn’t seem to inspire.  
The quickest way to give potential new members an insight into what to expect from the GBR/CAA 
would be through a web site, so Matthew and I started to see if we could produce something that 
may be useful to beginners and new members.  As is inevitable, ideas grow and time passes, but by 
the end of the year we had produced:  www.users.waitrose.com/~aerobatics  which is just a start.  
Although this site was received with some merit by those who had seen it, it could not be made widely 
available until it was linked or appended to our official GBR/CAA site.  At the committee meeting of 
the �8th February it was decided that control of our official web site should be brought back to active 
committee members and now three committee members will have access, although little will change 
initially the opportunity is there to develop our ideas, one of which was to set up a mentoring system 
for new members that we talked about at the AGM.  This year I think the forums have been used 
extremely well and all post created with a good heart. 
Press exposure was another issue, and encouragement for this started at the Championships last 
year when John Mee said he might be able to do something.  No time was wasted in talking to the 
BMFA News Editor to ask if we could have a regular slot. Although the opportunity was there, we were 
lacking in our knowledge of how information should be presented, and this caused a few delays.  You 

will have read John’s article in the Spring BMFA news, and there are further articles on the Editors 
desk for inclusion. Writing articles is not one of my better pastimes so I was very pleased when at the 
AGM Gary Peacock and Eugene Anker agreed to take over after the articles already submitted.  I had 
already had an offer from the Editor of AMI to run news items for the GBR/CAA on a monthly basis, 
in addition to any contributions that Steve Dunning may submit.  Again, Gary and Eugene agreed 
to negotiate with the editor at AMI.  Shortly after this Stephen Simm rang me to ask if he could help, 
wonderful, now how often does that happen?  I asked Alison our Competition Secretary, if Stephen 
could help with the publication of GBR/CAA events through the media. Even more exposure, but this 
needs to be developed.  Thank you Stephen and we wish every success in this area.
Very early on in the year we had to make a decision as to whether Sandown would give us the 
exposure we wanted.  By the time I had agreed to find out what we could do we had just three days 
to submit our request for a display stand.  However the cost of a stand was far higher than I imagined 
and the only way to offset some of the cost would be to run a raffle.  In the meantime and luckily for 
me, James O’Neill volunteered to organise our efforts at Sandown. James developed his relationship 
with Traplet, and in exchange for some advertising, on the stand, on our web site and in the 
Association News, the stand will cost us nothing.  James was keen to fly at Sandown and flying slots 
are being finalised to demonstrate the Sportsman and Standard schedules in a mock competition set 
up, with judges, scribes and commentary explaining the manoeuvres as they are flown.  By doing this 
we will not damage 2 metre models and the flying does not have to be perfect, Mr Paysant-le Roux will 
do that for us, so I hope to create the image of “I can do better than that”.  We also know now that this 
flying slot will not cost us anything either, so the cost to put on Sandown will only amount to expenses 
and leaflets etc.
At this stage so much work had been put into the raffle prizes that it was wrong to waste the effort, so I 
suggested we continue with the raffle, with any surplus financing PR in future. The Committee agreed.
Wings and Wheels: Garry and Eugene have booked our stand for Wings and Wheels on the 24th and 
25th June 2006.  There is a standing appeal for help over the weekend, or should I say an invitation 
is extended to all members to experience this excellent event. Application forms for pilots and flying 
slots will be received by Garry in the near future and I understand the organisers will give free passes 
to pilots and their helper.  Eugene and Garry stay on site all weekend and tell me they usually have 
a great time, and you are invited to be part of it.  Please talk directly to Garry or Eugene and let them 
know if you will be there, and particularly so if you would like to register as a pilot with helper.
I hope be the time you read this we will be well on the way to finalising the arrangements to hold a 
domestic competition (all classes) at the Festival of Flight at Barkston on the �� June. Along side 
the domestic competition; in an effort to help change our image, I would like to hold a training day 
for none members of our Association.  Anyone who holds a BMFA ‘B’ certificate is invited to fly any 
model weighing less than 7kgs on Channel 59, 6�, 65, or 67.  Anyone wanting to take advantage of 
this should telephone me on 0��4 287�4�2 to make arrangments.  I would like to give our guests the 
opportunity to fly in front of our judges or get advice about their model, trimming, or the techniques we 
use to fly a schedule.  Many GBR/CAA members will be at Romilly, so our numbers will be depleted, 
but I believe we can make this a really worthwhile and interesting day.  Competition entry fees will be 
£5 less than usual to offset the gate fee, and there would be no charge from us for none members 
seeking advice or flying. I hope members will find time between their flights to help coach those who 
seek advice.
You will hear more about the Nationals in due course, but I hope we can build on what we did last 
year.
My last plea: if you want to fly at Sandown, give advice on the stand, help at Wing and Wheels, at 
the BMFA Festival of Flight or at the Nationals, please let me know.  These are of course the only 
confirmed sites that can give us public exposure.
This is an ambitious program for 2006 and I have been reminded that an idea is not a good idea until 
it is achieved, and that can only be done by persuing these ideas with some vigour.  None of this will 
happen without a lot of help from you at the events and in selling raffle tickets, but if all this happens I 
think we could be in for an exciting year.
I hope to report on our progress in the next issue but leave enough space to share a few thoughts on 
our future public image.  Please email me with any suggestions you may have. 
P.S.  If you want any more raffle tickets to buy or sell please let me know. 
Ashley Hoyland



Weekend 1 Weekend 2 Weekend 3 Weekend 4 Weekend 5

April

2 19 16 23
Skelbrooke
All Classes
CD: Steve Dunning

30
1st Centralised 
RAF Cottesmore
FAI P-07
Entries to Alison Harrop

Baldock
All Classes
CD: Greg Butterworth

May

7 14
2nd Centralised - Ashbourne
FAI P-07
CD: Brian Hoare
Entries to Alison Harrop

19/20/21
Criterium International du 
Hainaut, Belgium
FAI P-07
Contact: Gérard Werion
http://users.telenet.be/aash

20/21 Sandown Model Symposium
Contact: James O’Neill
james@slowroll.f2s.com 
Tel: 07799 404487 

28
Mansfield
All Classes
CD: Trevor Plumbe

June

4
Standstead
All Classes
CD: Bill Michie

9/10/11
Tournoi International F3A de 
Champagne, Romilly

11
Festival of Flight 
Barkston Heath - All Classes
CD: Ashley Hoyland

18
3rd Centralised
RAF Cottesmore
FAI P-07
Entries to Alison Harrop

25
Newmarket
All Classes
CD: George Drever

Wings and Wheels 
Contact Gary Peacock

July
1/2
Triple Crown
Stranraer
CD: Malcolm Balfour

9
Skelbrooke
All Classes
CD: Steve Dunning

15/16
2 Day Team Trials
RAF Cottesmore
FAI P-07, F-07, Unknown
Entries to Alison Harrop

23
Warboys
Al Classes
CD: Clive Whitwood

30 

August

6
Ashbourne
All Classes
CD: Brian Hoare

13 20 26/27/28
BMFA Nationals
Barkston Heath
CD: Sam Wragg

September

3
Skelbrooke
All Classes
CD: Steve Dunning

10
Rollerstone FC 
All Classes
CD: Keith Jackson

17 24

Attention Pilots and Helpers: Please remember to send in your entries for 
competitions being held at RAF venues at least 3 weeks before the event.

CD’s: Please contact me with your certificate requirements 
at least one week before the competition Ed.

GBRCAA 2006 Competition Calendar Issue 1 March 2006

26th August - 2nd September 
European Championships - Buochs 
(near Luzern), Central Switzerland 

GBRCAA Championships
Date and Venue to be advised

�6 �7
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Contest Directors
Alison Harrop
133 Longdown Road
Congleton
Cheshire
CW12 4QR
Tel: 01260 279227

Bob Ailles
67 Wilson Avenue
Rochester
Kent
ME1 2SH
Tel: 01634 849101
Email:  judge@gbrcaa.org

Bill Michie
60 Mathams Drive
Thorley Park
Bishops Stortford
CM23 4EN
Tel: 01279 504595

Brian Hoare
27 Forest Road
Winsford, Cheshire
CW7 2RE
Tel: 01606 861793
Email: 
briansairstrip@aol.com

Clive Whitwood
7, Wheatsheaves
Sawtry
Huntington
Cambridgeshire
PE17 5NG
Tel: 01487 832195

George Drever
12 Green End
Stretham
Ely
Cambridgeshire
CB6 3LE
Tel:  01353 648360

Greg Butterworth
27 The Green
Steeple Morden
Royston
Herts
SG8 0ND
Tel: 01763 853318

Richard Christopher,
The Firs, Malthouse Lane,
Smannell,
Andover,
Hampshire,
SP11 6JD.
Tel: 01264 355585

Sam Wragg
65 Stanley Road
Chapeltown
Sheffield
S35 2XS
Tel: 0114 246 4031

Steve Dunning
10 Pinefield Road
Barnby Dun
Doncaster
DN3 1QT
Tel: 01302 886279

Trevor Plumbe
18 Greenacre
Mansfield
NG18 3JZ
Tel: 01623 462279
Email: trevorp268@ntlworld.com

F3A : BELGIUM INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
The weekend of may 20 - 2� 2005 , the AASH club (Association Aéromodélisme Sud 
Hainaut) will be holding a big international F�A competition.
The  AASH Club is very dynamic and has very good facilities.
Competitors may arrive from �9th May for training.
FAI jury president : Mr Alex Gossens.
5 international judges :(DE,FR,GB,NL,BE).

Entry Fees : �5 Euros
When : 20 - 2� MAY 2005
Where : 6470 GRANDRIEU (South of Belgium, near Maubeuge-Avesnes)
Website :  http://users.telenet.be/aash/
Contact :  Gérard Werion +�� � 27 59 �� 09
Email :  werion.gerard@wanadoo.fr



GREAT BRITAIN R/C AEROBATIC 
ASSOCIATION

Profit and Loss Accounts for Period: 27/11/2004 – 12/11/2005

General Account

Income: Subscriptions �965.00
Team Clothing 2004 52.00
Promotional Clothing 2005 ��.00

Total Income 2048.00

Expenditure
AGM 2004 298.00
Association Trophies 2004 ��2.88
Promotional Clothing 2005 ��.88
Telephone �07.88
Postage �5�.05
Stationary ��9.70
World Champs 2005 (Spitfire Beer) �50.00
Trophy Engraving AGM 2004 7�.95
Committee Meetings 4�5.�0
Team Travel Levy (subs) �97.00
Raffle 2005 Licence Renewal �7.50
Newsletter Costs �75.8�
Equipment (Laptop upgrade) �62.45
Judges Medals AGM 2004 8�.70
Triple Crown 200.00

Total Expenditure 2472.92

Profit (Loss) on General Activities (424.92)

TEAM TRAVEL ACCOUNT

For Period: 27/11/2004 – 12/11/2005

Opening Balance: 89�.�0
Income:

Levy from Subscriptions �97.00
Levy from Entry Fees 264.00
Re-paid Euro Champs (Kevin Caton) 225.00
Donations: Judges Expenses ���.75
Donation: Bob Wasson / B Ransley �00.00
Donation: Dave Tappin Club Talk 25.00
Raffle: Training Day 52.00
Promotional Clothing surplus 2004 98.50
Interest 0.�2

Total Income 1093.37

Expenditure
Wings & Wheels 80.00
World Championships France 2005 600.00
Team Clothing France 2005 �0.00
�0 Giveaway Self adhesive labels 
(Judges France 2005)

26.50

Total Expenditure 736.50

Increase (Reduction) in Team Travel Fund 356.87

Closing Balance: 1248.17
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COMPETITION ACCOUNTS

For Period: 27/11/2004 – 12/11/2005

Income:

Competition Entry fees 2005 40�7.50

Raffle: Training Day �0/04/05 52.00

Total Income 4089.50

Expenditure:

Judging Expenses �678.60

Excess Mileage Charge Bob Ailles �98.80

Site Fees 2005 802.50

Team Travel Levy 264.00

Trophies (Domestic Comps) 276.04

BBQ Rollerstone �0.00

Donations (Team Travel) ���.75

Raffle: Training Day 52.00

Nationals 2005 6�9.�9

Certificates 82.00

Total Expenditure 4135.08

Profit (Loss) on Competitions (45.58)

Competitions 2005
Competitions Income Site Fees Judging 

Exp’s
Team 
Levy Donations Trophy Certif’s Total

Wittering 10/04/05 
1st Centralised 200.00 50.00 105.60 10.00 8.00 Nil Nil 26.40

Winchester 17/4/05
Domestic Comp 186.00 35.00 88.90 14.00 8.00 Nil 10.00 30.10

Skelbrooke 24/04/05 
Domestic 228.00 35.00 43.30 17.00 Nil 79.24 Nil 53.46

Training Day 30/04/05 188.00 Nil 39.00 13.00 6.00 Raffle 
52.00 Nil Nil 78.00

Ashbourne 08/5/05 
2nd Centralised 241.00 50.00 181.60 12.00 8.00 Nil Nil (10.60)

Mansfield 29/05/05 
Domestic Comp 226.00 35.00 28.60 16.00 Nil 67.00 Nil 79.40

Wittering 05/06/05 
3rd Centralised 220.00 50.00 227.80 11.00 Nil Nil Nil (68.80)

Bedford 19/06/05 
Domestic Comp 229.00 35.00 30.00 16.00 8.00 Nil 1.00 139.00

Newmarket 26/6/05 
Domestic Comp 190.00 35.00 30.00 13.00 8.00 Nil 8.00 96.00

Skelbrooke 03/7/05
Domestic Comp 165.00 35.00 42.35 12.00 8.00 66.65 Nil 1.00

Leicester 09/7/05 
Domestic Comp 106.00 Nil 65.50 9.00 35.00 Nil 9.00 (12.50)

Warboys 17/07/05 
Domestic Comp 181.00 35.00 39.50 13.00 Nil Nil 11.00 82.50

Barkston 24/7/05
Festival of Flight 186.00 Nil 193.75 13.00 Nil Nil 10.00 (30.75)

Team Trails 
30-31/07/05 360.50 50.00 300.20 10.00 Nil Nil Nil 0.30

Ashbourne 07/8/05 
Domestic Comp 236.00 35.00 45.50 16.00 26.75 63.15 9.00 40.60

Skelbrooke 04/09/05 
Domestic 244.00 35.00 44.00 17.00 Nil Nil Nil 148.00

Rollerstone 18/9/05 
Domestic Comp 125.00 50.00 Nil 11.00 Nil 30.00 

BBQ      12.00 22.00

GBRCAA Champs 
08-09/10/05 578.00 237.50 173.00 41.00 16.00 Nil 12.00 98.50

Excess Mileage Charge 
Bob Ailles 198.80 (198.80)

Nationals 2005 Nil Nil 595.90 Nil Nil 23.49 
Exp’ses Nil (619.39)

Total 4089.50 802.50 2473.30 264.00 183.75 329.53 82.00 (45.58)
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F3A World Championships 2005 – France
1.  The Team
was made up of Brandon Ransley, Angus Balfour and Kevin Caton.  This team had a good deal 
of experience and was the first choice team with no dropouts.
Team Manager was John Harrop (although it might be said he acted as quasi team manager the 
previous year in Portugal where he not only competed but provided a lot of help to the team).

2.  The Venue
was at a civilian airfield in mid France previously used by FFAM for domestic F3A events.  The 
site was well laid out and had all the facilities required to make it a successful competition which 
it was.

3.  The Accommodation
was a small and adequate hotel about 7km from the site.  It was the sort of hotel we can expect 
and which does not abuse the generosity of our sponsors – especially the BMFA and GBR/CAA 
– functional and clean but not luxurious or extravagant.

4.  The Preparations
were good.  The team managed to get to the site on the planned date.  There were no problems on 
logistics.  We met up at various points but were all together as a team on the overnight stopover 
halfway through our journey in France.  We had a good meal and team spirits were high.

5.  The Practice Sites
There were several of varying qualities and distances from the contest site.  The French (and 
their special friends the Japanese – after all they were all using Japanese radio and 75% of them 
Japanese engines) used the best and closest site.  Any criticisms here?  Some people complained 
– not from the UK team – but in reality if the UK ran the contest wouldn’t we keep the best 
site for our team?  I would hope so!!  After all if you are hosting the event why not have some 
privileges?

6.  The Contest
was well run to the rules.
Others have given more detailed blow by blow accounts.  There were highlights and lows for all 
– but that is the same for all competitors at all levels – believe me.  
7.  Our Performances
I made the semis placing 25th – the top 30 going through.  Angus Balfour placed an excellent and 
well deserved 18th after the prelims.  Angus flew better than Kevin and me and better than I have 
seen him fly with a huge improvement in style – that old word creeps in again!!  The gap between 
1st and 2nd was huge.  In the semis I dropped to 27th – the lack of practice showing.  Angus simply 
continued in his rich vein of form and improved to an excellent 17th place.  Congratulations 
Angus on 6 excellent competition flights!!
The following is a quote from my 2004 Report
“Angus was 21st missing out on a semi place by 20 points – just 1%.  I am sure he can make the 
semis at the next Euros.  It would be good to have 2 or even 3 pilots in the semis.”  Well he made 
the semis at the Worlds and we did have 2 in the semis!!
Kevin placed 47th – I know KC had hoped for a higher position.  KC had gone through a tough 
personal year.  
I have said it before but I will say it again.  A major contributor to high performance is high 
quality practice – and by that I mean practice at your own field with others if possible and 

practice at competitions.  For the team the centralised events are in a large way practise for the 
main event of the year – the Worlds or Europeans.  I had not practised much and relied on a back 
catalogue of practise to get me into the semis.  Kevin had insufficient practise due to personal 
reasons.  Angus had clearly practised hard and so deserved his success.
As for the team – we placed 9th.  A great improvement on 2 years ago I am told when we hit a 
lowly 17th.
It was good to beat Australia – I have some good friends in the Oz team.  We beat Switzerland 
largely due to Bernard Schaden having one engine cut and failing to get off the ground on another 
flight as he could start neither engine.  Bad luck – or bad preparation?  Or simply overburdened 
by being a pilot AND team manager?
We were 50 and 66 points behind Austria and Belgium respectively – representing less than 1% 
of our score.  Let’s just analyse that.  If Kevin, Angus and I had each scored an extra 4 raw points 
on each of our best 3 flights (maybe we each got an extra point in each flight on the reverse point 
roll (K4)) we would have placed 7th - one place behind Germany.  The only teams ahead would 
have been (in reverse order):

• Germany – Ulsamer and Beschorner
• Italy – Benincasa and Silvestri
• France – B Paysant LR, Carrier and Rochedieu
• Liechtenstein – Matt and Matt
• USA – Hyde, Schulman and Mc Murtry
• Japan – Onda, Akiba and Suzuki

with pilots everyone knows!!
One of my favourite sayings in sport and business is "some people say that the difference between 
winning and losing is huge.  It's not!  The difference is tiny; the consequences are huge!"  Those 
extra few points would have seen us knocking on the door of the elite six teams!

8.  The Semis and Finals
were entertaining. 
In the semis Onda kicked and closed the gap on CPLR, Onda flying his beautiful Narlar Bipe 
– stunning plane, pilot and performance.  But CPLR won both rounds meaning he had won all 
6 rounds so far!
As you all know CPLR won all 4 final rounds flying his ZN Oxalys – and it looked good in the 
air – with that funny little wing on top.  Gimmick – maybe – but would you dare not put one 
on?
18 year old Onda was 2nd in his 2nd WC with Roland Matt top placed electric flyer in 3rd.

9.  The Equipment
Futaba radio placed 1,2 and 3.  Do you need to know anymore?
YS (170s) came 1st and 2nd.
No 2 strokes in the top 10.  5 electrics; 5 YS 4strokes – all 170s I believe.  Mr Yamada was 
happy.

10.  The Judges and the Jury
got the result correct from where I was standing.  Our judge, Bob Ailles enjoyed and benefited 
from the experience.
The Jury – especially Bob Skinner - were good.
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11. Overall 
the competition was well run and the best pilot won. 

11.  Team Manager
John did an excellent job before and during the contest.  Thank you John (with family support).

12.  Thanks
are due to all the helpers and supporters.  I believe I thanked them all personally but if I did not 
I apologise.  Thanks to the BMFA and the GBRCAA Membership for the support – financial and 
otherwise – and to YS and Futaba/ Ripmax.

13.  My Views
Engines – 2 strokes are, in my opinion, struggling.  YS is still the most powerful engine but can 
be noisy.  You should hear the softness of the Japanese models though!  Electrics compete on 
pretty much equal terms. 
Radio – Futaba dominate in F3A.
Models – one year ago everything was rosy for PL placing 1, 3, 4 and 7 – three Lazulite with 
Carrier using the Partner – in the EC.  All 3 Lazulites electric powered.  Now they look a spent 
force with no product and no pilots of major note.  Amazing what a year can do!!  They had 2 
pilots in the top 10 – Matt and Matt – flying what must be considered an ugly model - Onyx.  We 
are told that the Matts are now getting their models built in the Far East.  And with Rochedieu out 
of the French team and Carrier having switched to the ZN Oxalys (or his own design from ZN) 
for 2006 they have no-one in the top 15 using their product!!  A lesson for all of us in business!
Last year I said after EC 2004 “Style – some people will say you need to go electric to win.  I 
disagree.  You need to fly accurately to have a chance of winning.  If you can mix that with style 
you will win, 2 stroke, 4 stroke or electric.”   CPLR simply flew better than the rest.  Only Onda 
got close – and mighty close he got in the unknowns!!
For many of us CPLR flew a near flawless flight in the prelims.  People who don’t get the chance 
to see him simply walked away in awe – especially the Aussies and New Zealanders!  In that 
round only 3 pilots got into the 900s – Roland Matt, Chip Hyde and Benoit PLR.
The French Team – are the best in World?  Yes and No.  Japan, USA and Liechtenstein were 1, 
2 and 3 respectively.  But if CPLR had flown as part of the French team (rather than as World 
Champion) then the team of CPLR, BPLR and Carrier in places 1, 5 and 14 (after the prelims) 
would have had 8447.94 beating the Japanese on 8358.10.
Last year I reported that “The UK Team – are the 8th best in Europe.”  Two years ago, 17th in the 
World.  In 2005, 9th in the world and equivalent 7th in Europe – progress!!
Last year I wrote “ At none of our team trials in 2004 (our centralised) did we fly the fly off 
schedule,  We bowed to the opinion of the vast majority of the Association – most of whom 
are not in the FAI class.  OK so even if we had flown it we would not be European Champions 
but……………..  I will let you draw your own conclusions.”  In 2005 we flew fly off and 
unknowns in the Team Trials.  Again, draw your own conclusions.
And so 2005 has concluded.  Time to think and decide what next!

Happy and successful 2006 everybody!!

Brandon Ransley

Supplement to my report on the 2005 World 
Championships

By Brandon Ransley

Competing at the top level in any sport or hobby is time consuming and tiring.  I have been in the 
team every year since 1995 except the years I chose not to go to the World Championships – 1997 
and 2003.  4 Worlds and 5 Europeans.  Competing at an event such as that at the end of August 
involves 2 weeks away from work and home.  It effectively prevents you from taking a summer 
holiday.  Getting time off work is one factor.  And if you do, how would you, the readers, all feel if 
your team member is taking 2 weeks holidays in late July/early August when he should be practising 
for an event in respect of which you have helped fund his expenses.

So it is time for me to bow out.  People knew I was struggling to get motivated for 2005.  I do not 
believe I let anyone down.  I do not think our next in line pilot would have got into the fly-off at the 
Worlds and help us achieve the team positioning we did.  

So as my time in the team comes to a close what are my thoughts on it all?

Will I still fly?
Yes for sure.  I don’t know how much and at what level.  I will probably do some local contests and 
maybe the odd centralised.  If wanted I might even be the demo pilot at the team trial.  And maybe I 
will fly the Nationals.  When in the team you are usually abroad at the end of August.  Who knows, I 
might even judge some of you! [Bob: Send Brandon a Judjing availability list quick - Ed]

I have fun fly models and electrics and a TOC Extra to mess around with.  I can also fly with my dad 
during those summer evenings.

One thing for sure, I will still fly pattern models – as nothing beats them!

What have been my memorable moments?
I can think of a several flights that I look back on as great or important flights.

The first was at a centralised probably in 1992.  I suddenly flew better than ever before for the first 
1/3rd of the flight.  Then I realised I was flying well and got nervous and lost it for the next 1/3rd of 
the flight.  Then as I felt I’d screwed up I flew a great last 1/3rd.  Dave Scholes who was judging 
came up and said it was a great flight.

Same year at the Nationals I was flying and Kenny Binks was scribing my flight.  After my flight he 
came up to me and said “I was watching the flight and was thinking “Terry” [Westrop] was putting 
in a few more mistakes than usual, and then I realised it was you and not Terry.”  A backhanded 
compliment but to be compared to the great TW!!!

1993 – coming from nowhere to be top pilot at the Triple Crown in Ireland flying with a lot of 
throttle control – something quite a few of the pilots and judges had not seen (because they had not 
seen Terry fly!)

In 1994 at the Nationals I was flying my Miami Dice – for more see below.  The late Graham Briggs 
came up to me after one particularly good flight and said “thank you”.  For what I asked?  “For that 
flight” – he answered.  “It was the most beautiful flight I have seen in a long time”

1994 – Team Trial at Moreton in the Marsh – qualifying for the team for the first time for the WC 
in Japan in 1995 – ahead of Tappin, Hirst and Simon Howarth – and then attending my first major 
event at the WC in Japan and seeing the likes of Naruke and Matt fly against me in competition.  
That contest, like all contests, had many highs and lows and many laughs along the way with Ray 
Brotherston as Team Manager.  Stories of budgerigars being blown into fires; me falling into and 
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destroying my one day old model crate 2 days before we flew to Osaka, Japan; overweight models 
with fuel being sucked out of the tank; and my receiver failing to work on the flight line and an 
instant wing off and new Rx being put in before I flew (what happened to be my best flight at the 
event).

In 1998 flying my Caprise in the Euros in Italy I flew one of my greatest flights ever and walked off 
the line mentally exhausted.  Christophe, then European Champion, came up to me and said I had “a 
very good flight”.  I placed 4th in that flight behind CPLR and the two Matts.

In 2001 at the Worlds in Ireland I needed a really good final flight to get in the semis.  I had been 
performing below par for the first 3 flights.  It was damp and grey and the light was poor.  But the 
Alliance seemed to be on rails and seemed to fly so slowly.  I flew slightly closer and posted a score 
which in that round placed me 8th in the World and got me into the semis.

And my worst moments?

Going to Krnov, Czech Republic, in 1996 with a borrowed model and not wanting to be there.  This 
was the reason for me not competing in 1997 in Poland.  As it turned out a lucky break with many 
complaints about judging and scribing and food!!  1996 was also the last year Ken Binks competed 
– at all – in F3A.

That decision also led to the UK contingent now attending Romilly in France on an annual basis.  
In my year “off” I flew 3 centralised events (to get into the team for 1998) and then competed at 
Romilly as the first and only UK pilot.  Next year as the Lowlands Cup was cancelled I introduced 
Romilly to other UK flyers and now we have good attendances at this event and also at Sivry, 
Belgium which I attended the following year.

The biggest influences on my flying

Terry Westrop played a major part.  Shortly after I got into Masters (now FAI) he asked if I 
would call for him – what an honour!!  Nervous as hell though.  I called for him at every contest 
from then on and claimed to be the best caller in Britain – after all he was UK champion for many 
years.  Despite many peoples thoughts we practised together very little.  But the times at contests 
demonstrated to me the need for attention to detail and meticulous preparation and how to fly and 
win with style.

Christophe Paysant Leroux  (without knowing) took over where Terry left off.  I watched CPLR 
and learned a new style.  A style with exceptional throttle control taking it to a new level; controlled 
and unhurried rolls and never being in a rush.  A whole new way to fly – so I practised and practised 
– and bought a new plane – the Caprise.

Roy Ransley – my dad.  Without doubt the most important influence on my progress in flying for 
many reasons.  We used to go out practising for hours together from 1990 to 2001.  He used to tell 
me I was doing it wrong; that I could do it better.  Change the shape, slow it up, off centre; wrong 
angle; do it again.  We worked hard.  We used to argue sometimes but he was invariably correct.  
Without his support and dedication I would not have got in the team.  Together we were a team with 
an aim of getting into the UK team and once in that team to do well at World and European and 
other international contests.  An interesting fact though – I did not get into the team until he stopped 
judging!!  He was also instrumental, if not decisive, in the model that got me into the team for the 
first time – Miami Dice.

My best models

I started flying again in 1988 with a Steve Burgess designed Webra 40 powered Gyrostar (which I 
borrowed off dad) and got promoted to seniors in 2 comps.  Then my dad built me a Dave Smith 
Models Joker, and 2 contests later I was in Masters (FAI).  Another Joker and then a Rogue Star.  
And then my first memorable model

Loaded Dice – 66 inch wingspan, OS60 on a blue pipe as used by Terry Westrop at the Worlds in 
1989.  As trimmed by TW!!!  And that was the difference – awesome.  This was sold on to Keith 
Brightman I think.

In 1993 my dad came back from the Worlds in Austria (he went as a spectator – usually with my 
mother – to several World and European Championships before I ever got in the UK Team) where 
he saw Chip Hyde flying a Jekyll – the first truly long model – a fus much longer than the wingspan.  
Dad thought it was awesome in the air – it had presence no other model had.  He came back with 
all the measurements.  I went along to Terry and asked him to build me a new Loaded Dice SIX 
INCHES LONGER than the standard.  1.5 inches at the nose and 4.5 at the back. Terry said he 
was building one 2 inches longer and said he would make mine 4 inches longer.  I wanted those 
six inches – if you know what I mean.  Terry told me I was wrong and it was a mistake.  And so 
was born Miami Dice.  It was just unbelievable.  In the verticals it looked like a crucifix as it flew 
up,  It drew such straight lines.  Within months Terry himself had a Dice with virtually the same 
dimensions!!  Miami Dice got me in the team for Japan.  It was the difference between me and those 
who placed 3 to 6 at the 1994 team trials.  This model was sold to Brian Ball.

In 1997 I missed the Worlds and stories started filtering back of Christophe having a huge model 
– the Caprise.  At the time I was flying a stunning model – the Sylpheed – designed by Arnud Poyet 
and his father.  The Sylpheed was sold to Simon Johnson.  I bought a Caprise kit and Phil Williams 
built it for me for the Euros in 1998.  Others in the UK were still using standard models.  Other 
team members in 1998 - Kevin Caton had his Odysseys and Richard Howarth his Typhoons.  Its  
first comp was at the Euros 98.  And at last I was competing on equal terms with the rest of those 
on the continent.  The Caprise was a major stepping stone and I had two.  One was sold to Andy 
Waterhouse and the one used in Italy was sold to Adrian Harrison.

Caprise gave way to Alliance – I had two one of which crashed – elevator pushrod broke!.  It was 
good but never my favourite plane.  The second was sold to Keith Baker.  

In 2000 in Belgium I saw Arnud Poyet flying his new model – the beautiful Evolis with fixed u/c.  
He put his number 2 model up for sale.  And sometime after the comp I emailed him and bought it 
complete (exc. Rx).  I picked it up at Romilly in 2001 and used it as my back up model in the worlds 
in Ireland later that year.  It was light – 4.2kg.  In 2002 I started using it properly – and what an 
awesome model it was.  It was quite simply amazing and did snap rolls better than any other model 
I have ever known.  It needed trimming however.  I had learnt a lot of trimming techniques from 
Terry and also from my own trial and error.  Dad and I spent much time together trying to make 
my models fly better and consistently.  I had made notes of what changes to the model made to 
performance.  Too few pilots properly trim their models.  I changed the down thrust, side thrust and 
tail incidence on Evolis and spent a lot of time on that plane.  And by the time I used it at a contest 
it flew (and still flies) on rails.  In 2002 I flew it at the Euros in Spain and actually beat Poyet who 
was flying his new model.  I had two more Evolis – one I never flew and sold to Andy Waterhouse, 
and the other I sold to Stewie.  The Arnud Poyet Evolis was the greatest model I have owned or 
flown – and I still own it.  It is very tired but it still flies superbly.  I used it from 2001 until 2005 
and competed in 2 Europeans both times reaching the semis.  I also won two Nationals with it and 
placed 3rd at Romilly in 2004.

In 2005 I flew Enigmas – clearly exceptional models – but I have not spent enough time trimming 
them.  

Funny times

There have been many laughs along the way.  You obviously need to be there to fully understand the 
humour.

As mentioned above Japan in 1995 had many humorous moments. Ray’s jokes and the crate story 
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1996 in Krnov when Ken, after a flight when the YS ran perfectly decided it had missed a beat.  
Kevin and I found Ken in his room with the No.1 engine stripped down to see if there was a 
problem.

The Triple Crown event in Ireland 1993 when I volunteered to and did measure the pressure in Jon 
Tappin’s air tank on his Merati retracts – using my Romair pressure gauge resulting in all the air 
being released.

Phil Mitchell being woken in his car at a comp by being handed his Tx.  We pointed out that we had 
started his engine and it was ticking over on the line waiting for him to take off.  He flew!

After the semis in Spain taking Angus out to the local nightlife at 2am and carrying him home (at 
around 5am!). 

In France in 2005 the comedy act of John Harrop and I changing the engine (and then the Hyde 
mount also) from my No. 2 model into my No 1 on the car park line at St Yan.   We were assisted 
by members of the Oz team including Alf  Pye.  But others must have wondered what was going on 
as both John and I received squirts of 30% coolpower in our eyes on more than one occasion as we 
tried to clear fuel jets with an overzealous electric pump; and proceeded to roll around on the floor 
in a mixture of agony and laughter.

And generally at the practice field dad and I had many many enjoyable and humorous times 
together.  The general laughter and fun of a father and son flying, and enjoying the flying of, model 
planes.  

And what of the Future of UK Aerobatics?

People will know that I have strongly differing views from others as to how the Association should 
move forward especially in terms of the team and improving standards.  People have often thought 
that my comments have been said in my own self-interest.  They were not.  If I say things now they 
clearly are of no benefit to me.  I am not in the team.

I still advocate that a strong team would benefit the Association.  Look at France – how much 
stronger aerobatics is generally in France with a strong FAI team.  Look at the resurgence of cricket 
in England this summer – 100% due to our Ashes success.  It lifts a nation.  And in its own way a 
strong Association Team would lift the Association.  I don’t understand why people fail to see this 
and fail to allow the team to progress.  Its not a question of money but of creating a competitive 
environment that allows those at the top to progress – and this will have the effect of improving the 
standard throughout the Association.  It will also attract new members – and don’t we need it!!

Standing still is in effect moving backwards.  Everyone else in the world will improve.  Last years 
change to a team trial involving fly-off and unknown schedules was a huge step forward.  But we 
lost momentum by keeping the system the same.  We should have learnt and improved.  But we 
took the old British conservative approach.  After much discussion with me, Angus put forward 
the proposal whereby the fly-off schedule would have been the most important schedule for 
team selection – that would have been a step forward.  The suggestion was that fly off schedules 
represented 50% of the scores, prelims 33.3% and unknowns only 16.7%.  As it is, it is left with fly 
off and unknown representing 20% each and prelims 60%.  The team trial is NOT about catering 
for as many people as possible.  It is about selecting the team most likely to succeed at international 
events.  And giving them the competitions to allow this.

Flying fly-off schedules will improve your overall flying.  Flying unknowns will improve your 
agility of mind and ability to cope in pressurised situations.  Flying prelims all the time will result 
in our top pilots becoming stale, bored and recording lower results in international events.  The 
committee/association should be doing everything reasonably possible to help Angus get in the top 
10 in Europe this year – and consequently in the fly-off.  Do this and others in the UK will improve 
to keep up with his standard of flying; and our overall team placing will improve.  We will feel more 

confident of making a noise in the press; we will recruit more members; we will find new talent; 
they will climb through the ranks; they will start competing at the top and will put pressure on others 
in the team to improve to stay there.  A “virtuous circle”.  Rather than a downward spiral.

The next point is a difficult one.  Should the team and those pressing to get in the team be involved 
in choosing the format of team selection – or do they inevitably vote on a format that they believe 
will give them the best chance of qualifying?  I believe the latter – this being the reason I have not 
attended the “interested party meetings” over the last few years.  On the other hand some of the 
older people in the association (who have never attended an international contest never mind been 
in the team, a judge at an international or team manager) have forced through systems that have 
been antiquated at best.  Perhaps it would be better to allow some elder statesmen such as John Mee 
and Steve Burgess, maybe Bob Ailles to decide.  Maybe consult Terry Westrop and Ken Binks.  
Malcolm Harris has a sensible head on him.  David Tappin?  I have no interest in my personal 
aspirations – if I ever wanted to try and get in the team I would let people know.  But I would be 
delighted to see one of our team in the fly off and the other two in the semis at the next Europeans 
and the Worlds.  Just think if the team placed 3rd at the Euros!!  If we had a plan we could do it. Or 
we could just drift and hope we do ok.

We also need to change the mental approach.  The British are not tough enough mentally.  We 
can change it.  Too many people in the team see the success as getting in the team.  This is just a 
stepping stone.  The success is world class performance at the major events.  Our members have too 
much of the British mentality too.  I remember after one of the major events when a supporter came 
up to me and said that one of the team in his first event did well.  He placed halfway up – in the high 
40s.  That is not doing well!!  The following are examples of doing well

• Dave von Linsowe in his first World Championships placing 3rd -   1991

• Bernd  Beschorner as a late replacement in the German team placing 8th in his first 
World Championships – 1999

• Onda placing 3rd (I think) and 2nd in his first and second World Championships – 2003 
and 2005.

That is doing well!!

I believe that we can improve aerobatics in the UK and that we can improve the standard and 
enjoyment of all members.  We can also increase the membership levels.  It will involve some tough 
decisions and hard work from a whole lot of people – not just your committee.  It will also involve a 
change of mindset and attitude.

I really hope that 2006 and beyond is successful for all of you in every respect.

Enjoy!! 

Brandon Ransley

15.01.2006
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