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GBRCAA Home Page: http://www.gbrcaa.org
E-mail to newsletter: news@gbrcaa.org

Aerobatics News is the official publication of the Great Britain Radio Control Aerobatic 
Association.
The content is determined by the Editor, hence any opinions expressed, except by way of 
official minutes of a meeting, do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Association or its 
officers.
All contributions to the newsletter are gratefully received. Any artwork, photographs, computer 
disks, etc. which require return should be made clear by the sender. However the editor cannot 
be held responsible for loss or damage to such items.
Format: A5 Portrait, Margins: top/bottom: 6mm, left/right: 10mm. 
Cover Pic: Bob Rowland, Stephen Haywood and Peter Hitchbourne with their Leo’s.
Wanted: Articles, reports & results, model/engine/equipment reviews, letters, for sale/wanted 
adverts, photos and anything else you would like to see in this newsletter.

Deadline for Summer issue of Aerobatics News:  6th August 2007
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Another season in F3a aerobatics is now well underway!  Unfortunately the 
good weather we saw in April has deserted us in May.  The weather did its 
best last Sunday to call off the 2nd Centralised at Ashbourne for the second 
year in a row, but after the early morning mist cleared and before the rain 
set in for the day we managed to complete one round.  Luckily the season 
opening domestic comps had some of the better weather of the year; well 
attended events at the ever popular Skelbrooke and Nigel Kerne running his 
first event at Baldock was enjoyed by all.  Steve and Nigel tell the story of the 
competitions later in this issue.

It is good to see some new blood coming into the association, Bob Rowland 
and Peter Hitchbourne competed in their first competition at Skelbrooke in 
Clubman and some new names were also seen at Baldock.  Bob and Peter 
experienced the nerves of the first competition that I’m sure we can all 
remember, but came through unscathed and I hear they have already got 
their entry in for Mansfield.  Good look to all our new members this year.

GB Team
This Great Britain team suffered a setback for their plans for Argentina early in 
the year with Angus Balfour having to pull out.  Keith Jackson has agreed to 
step in and join John Harrop and Kevin Caton in the trip to Argentina.  Keith 
has certainly justified his place in the team winning the first two centralised 
events.  We wish the team every success in Argentina.

Triple Crown
The Triple Crown is this year hosted by Ireland and will  be held at Wexford on 
30th June to the 1st July.  The English team will be comprised of Brian Hoare, 
Ken Moss and Stephen Simm with Keith Jackson as Team Manager.  Arthur 
Silsby will be our international team member.  Best of luck to all competing.

Trim Chart
At the back of this issue you’ll find our updated trim chart compiled by 
our PRO with the help of many members past and present.  Thank you to 
all for making the effort.  This is an excellent resource for beginners and 
experienced pilots alike.  

Centralised Events
A reminder that centralised events are now open to all classes providing 
there are places.  FAI pilots have priority.  A great opportunity to fly at 
some great sites, in front of our best judges and watch the best fliers in the 
country!

Coming Next Issue
A look at the latest FAI schedules for 2009 and 2011.  9 snap roles in 17 
manoeuvres in the F-11 should be entertaining!  Plus all the usual competition 
reports and GBR/CAA news.  All reports and news are very welcome.

Matt Hoyland, Newsletter Editor� �
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SAA LANARK COMPETITION
25th March 2007

“The Scottish comp season got off to a cold and windy start on Sunday the 
25th of March at the excellent site on the old Lanark racecourse. Seven 
pilots were present in FAI and three in standard. Considering the strong cross 
wind and just at the start of the season the standard of flying was high. 

In standard Colin Wilcock took first with his Cuban 8 followed by James 
Stewart and Tom Laird. Colin hadn’t flown for four months so did well taking 
first place. 

In FAI Malcolm Balfour and David Balfour were both flying Malcolm’s new 
Genesis. David did extremely well after having only two flgihts of it to take 
third place and Malcolm flying very well to take 2nd. Slightly further down 
the ranks Chris Currie showed definite improvement since last year and the 
other guys steadily improved throughout the comp as well. Malcolm Harris 
was flying his new Plettenberg powered Impact which was excellent. Plenty 
of power and whisper quiet. Undoubtedly one of the best setups I’ve seen. 

 Angus Balfour CD

Round 1 Round 2 Round 3
Total Best
2 Rounds Place

FAI Normalised 
(raw)

Angus Balfour 1000 (546) Judge 1000 (548) 2000 1st 

Malcolm Balfour 858.97 
(469) 1000 (478) Judge 1858.97 2nd 

David Balfour 838.82 
(458)

918.41 
(439)

773.72 
(424) 1757.23 3rd 

Chris Currie 728.93 
(398)

895.39 
(428)

813.87 
(446) 1709.26 4th 

Gordon Frost 553.91 
(302)

884.93 
(423)

726.22 
(398) 1611.21 5th 

Malcolm Harris Judge 
(737.97*)

868.20 
(415)

711.68 
(390) 1606.17 6th 

Steven Currie 648.35 
(354)

891.21 
(426)

697.08 
(382) 1588.29 7th

Standard

Colin Wilcock 1000 (204) 908.6 (169) 1000 (191) 2000 1st

James Stewart 294.11 (60) 1000 (186) 958.12 
(183) 1958.12 2nd 

Tom Laird 799.01 
(163) 1000 (186) 591.62 

(113) 1799.01 3rd

* Denotes 85% rule applied.  If a pilot judges they get 85% of their max normalised score 
for that round if their lowest scoring flight is less than 85% of their highest scoring flight.
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PILOTS & JUDGES TRAINING DAY.
Leicester Model Aero Club - 1st April 2007.

Following the success of last years pilots and judges training day, the 
Leicester Model Aero Club were approached by the GBRCAA committee to 
ask if it would be possible to repeat the occasion again this year. So without 
hesitation I approached our club and committee to ask for permission to 
hold another event with the preferred date of April 1st. After giving a small 
account of what the day would entail the club agreed and the date was 
set!

So, with the agreement in place it was time to make the announcement 
on the GBRCAA web site which included an open invitation to all classes. 
Needless to say the replies came in thick and fast and the day was set 
to be another success. This got me thinking “what could I do to make the 
day that little bit more special” and as a result I decided to contact my 
good friends (and partial sponsors) at MacGregor Industries to see if they 
would be kind enough to provide us with some raffle prizes so that I could 
organise a fund raising event in aid of the team travel fund. The team as 
you will be aware are travelling to Argentina for the world championships, 
a trip of a lifetime and very expensive to make a reality and I for one wish 
them all the very best of luck. After explaining my intension to Kevin Crozier 
(sales director) he was more than happy to oblige and we arranged for 
the prizes to be transported up to our club flying site the day before our 
event, my sincere thanks go to Richard Mott (regional sales co-ordinator) 
at MacGregors for his much welcomed offer of transporting the prizes all 
the way up from Maidstone in readiness. As an addition to this I decided to 
put on the “bacon bap and a cuppa for a pound” offer to all who were to 
make the trip, again, all proceeds to go to the team travel fund. The day 
was set.

As is always the case, the weather is something that cannot be pre-arranged 
and this years event was slightly effected by high winds but undeterred we 
pressed on. By around 10.30am we had around 12 people in attendance 
(notably 3 newcomers and 1 returnee) so I decided to make a start on the 
raffle ticket sales, after which Bob Aisles our chief judge, started proceedings 
with a screened presentation of the entry level class schedule (Sportsman – 
now known as Clubman) in our clubhouse which included a tutorial on how 
the various manoeuvres should be executed. During the presentation, Bob 
invited questions from the assembly on any aspect of the schedule that they 
may be unsure of. This approach is undoubtedly the best way for newcomers 
to get some first hand information and clarification on any grey areas they 
may have and it has to be said, was widely welcomed by all newcomers 

in attendance. At the end of this first presentation, I was approached by 
Bob and asked if I would demonstrate the schedule for the benefit of the 
newcomers, I gladly agreed but asked everyone to make allowance for the 
very gusty conditions and some of the inevitable but minor deviations that 
may occur (glad I did, ha ha). As the demo pilot (that’s a posh description 
of a pilot who should know better) the best reflection to give to the observers 
of this first flight was the apparent wind shear that I encountered during the 
flight, at the base of the box the wind was blowing in yet at the top of the 
box the wind was blowing out. Something most hadn’t considered!

After the first demo flight we all returned to the warm of the clubhouse and 
Bob proceeded to give the presentation of the next class (Standard – now 
known as Intermediate) for the benefit of those who intend to compete 
at this level this coming season. The same format followed, again finished 
off with a demo flight from yours truly. During this flight, I demonstrated the 
various options for the humpty bump (wind corrections) as during the prior 
discussion in the clubhouse some confusion was voiced, this addition to the 
flight was welcomed by all. The feedback at the end of the flight from the 
newcomers was extremely positive demonstrating the genuine need for 
training sessions of this kind.

Lunch time soon came around and with the bacon “done to a turn” it 
was released for all to munch on, believe me the queue was impressive. 
It didn’t take long to get through 80 rashers of your finest back bacon, the 
term “eating for Britain” never seemed more apt, makes you proud to be 
British……..
(Incidentally, the bacon was cooked in the oven without any added fat)

Soon after lunch, we decided to draw the raffle and hand out the prizes, 
much to the delight of some of the LMAC’s membership in attendance! My 
thanks to Peter Scholes for conducting the drawing of the tickets from the 
hat (well box actually).

After this, a very relaxed general discussion took place on the finer points 
of some manoeuvres found in the various schedules. Radii of pull ups etc, 
crossover points, roll points, length of pauses during point rolls etc etc etc. 
Before long the day came to an inevitable end with the general consensus 
that it was a truly enlightening day. Newcomers made their way home with 
positive direction of their chosen schedules and a sound knowledge of what 
judges will expect to judge during the season ahead, Judges made their 
way home safe in the knowledge that they had been a truly positive source 
of input to the pilots in attendance………..oh happy day’s!

The total proceeds raised from the raffle ticket sales and the food sales 
reached a very proud £176.00, which leads me quite nicely to my closing 
thoughts of the day. As paying members of our association we expect to 
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get something out of our hard earned subs, agreed. However, it’s not until 
you get the chance to organise a day of this nature do you get to realise 
the enormous amount of satisfaction that you get from seeing so many 
people enjoy themselves - helping themselves, and get the chance to 
put something back in to the association that we all take so much out of. 
To this end I would respectfully ask you all to take a moment to consider, 
what could I do to make our association even better than it already is?

I would like to thank MacGregor Industries for their very generous raffle 
donations, Bob Aisles for yet another fine delivery in the “classroom”, the 
judges in attendance and every member of both the GBRCAA and the 
LMAC who made the journey on the day and as a result made the day 
such a complete success.

Andy Prime
Chairman / Leicester Model Aero Club. 

 

 

 

From Alison Harrop - Team Manager
A big thank you to Andy Prime, the Leicester Club and the raffle prize 
donators for the contribution to the GB Team Travel fund for the trip to 
Argentina.  

Alison Harrop - Team Manager and the 3 Team members are very grateful.

SAA DUMFRIES COMPETITION
25th March 2007

The Dumfries event turned out to be an absolute scorcher. Best day of the 
year so far without a doubt with hardly a breath of wind.

 Simon McNeill made his debut into F3A with a big splash by coming first in 
Intermediate. He flew his Showtime very well, smooth and composed and 
afterwards gave a short 3D demo as well. Very good. Tom Laird also steadily 
improved and had a good last flight - keep up the good practice.

 In FAI all pilots were flying well but the two that stood out were Malcolm 
Balfour and Gordon Frost. Malcolm has just recently made a return to 2m 
models and showed he still has what it takes to get right to the very top. 

He will be back in the UK team before long without a doubt. Gordon Frost is 
also coming on leaps and bounds and scored massively in round two - and 
he thoroughly deserved it. Another future UK team member I reckon.

 Next event is at Tarbolton on Sunday 20th May

 Angus Balfour CD
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1st CENTRALISED - BARKSTON HEATH
22nd April 2007

Round 1 Round 2 Round 3
Total 
Best

2 Rounds
Place

FAI Normalised 
(raw)

Angus Balfour Judge 1000 (580) 1000 (538) 2000 1st 

Malcolm Balfour 1000 (516) Judge 899.63 (484) 1899.63 2nd 

Steve Burgess 967.05 (499) 877.58 (509) Judge 1844.64 3rd 

Malcolm Harris 843.02 (435) 751.72 (436) 918.22 (494) 1761.24 4th 

Gordon Frost 839.15 (433) 881.03 (511) 827.14 (445) 1720.18 5th 

Steven Currie 858.53 (443) 815.52 (473) 775.09 (417) 1674.05 6th 

Chris Currie 825.58 (426) 831.03 (482) 823.42 (443) 1656.61 7th

Standard

Simon McNeill 1000 (249) 1000 (259) 1000 (245) 2000 1st

Tom Laird 558.23 (139) 536.68 (139) 714.29 (175) 1272.52 2nd 

10 11

The opening round of centralised events for 2007 was held at Barkston 
Heath near Grantham in Lincolnshire.  3 centralised and a Team Trial are 
planned for 2007 with the victors rewarded with a place in the GB team for 
the F3A European Championships in 2008.  According to the FAI website 
currently scheduled to be held from the 23rd to the 30th August 2008 in 
Perugia, Italy.  

Although primarily aimed at selecting the team members we cannot all 
give the financial and time commitments to representing our country that 
is undoubtedly required.  Not forgetting the required skill and natural ability!  
That doesn’t mean centralised events are only for those who want to be in 
the team, there are great benefits to anyone who simply wants to improve 
their flying.  You are guaranteed to by flying against the top pilots in the 
country and watching and flying against them can only help improve 
your flying.  Sitting and scribing a flight of one of our top pilots can help 
considerably on the learning curve for those wanting to improve.  Watching 
the manoeuvre and getting instant feedback with a score, highlights where 
points are won on lost.  Scribing should not be seen as a chore but as a 
valuable opportunity to learn and improve.  Centralised events are now 
open to all classes, although understandably FAI pilots will have priority, this 
gives a great opportunity to come along and improve your flying.

Anyway, back to the competition!  Pilots, judges and supporters assembled 
at the main gates at 8:30 and quickly headed off to our designated flying 
space.  A different location to our normal slot on the main runway, near the 
control line circles for those who attend the Nationals.  10 competitors from 
Scotland, Isle of Mann and all around England assembled and had their 
models weighed, all were under the weight limit, although some only just!  
Flying commenced at just after 10 with a demo flight by Ken Moss.

Keith Jackson lead the way after the first round flying his Astral XX, YS 160 with 
John Harrop and his pair of Enigma’s following closely in second.  Brandon 
Ransley completed the top three flying his now somewhat weathered, 
battered and repaired Evolis.  Brandon’s model weighed in a just over 4.4kg 
at the weigh in, originally weighing closer to 4.3kg but some ‘agricultural’ 
repairs (Sorry Brandon!) on the undercarriage mount have added some 
weight.  The weight of the wing is un-real and a testament to the build 
quality of ZN-Line and Arnaud Poyet.  Regardless, the model was still flying 
as well as ever.
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An uneventful three rounds were completed in the cloudy but relatively warm 
April weather and the top three stayed as was.  Fourth and fifth followed 
closely behind with Steve Burgess taking fourth with his Hacker powered 
TS Composite Oxalys and Richard Christopher with his new ProBuild built PL 
Products Lazulite.

Keith and John look favourite for the first two team spots with the third looking 
as though it could be quite a fight.

Matt Hoyland



Comp. Venue: Date:

Name:

Address:

Telephone No:

BMFA No.

(Pilots must hold a
BMFA 'B' Certificate)

GBR/CAA No.

Frequencies:

1.

2.

You must specify an
alternate frequency.
Only ODD frequencies
are allowed.

Your car details:  Reg. No. Make Colour Names of Passengers

Completed entry form, entry fee and a self addressed, stamped
envelope must be sent to the contest director not less than two
weeks (3 weeks for centralised) prior to the contest date.
Cheques should be made payable to the GBR/CAA and
dated for the date of the competition.

Important Notice to all Competitors and Contest Directors

Pre entry is a requirement of all GBRCAA competitions. If you wish to submit a late entry for a GBRCAA
competition, contact the CD. If the CD is willing to accept your late entry you may have to pay double fees
for the competition. If you have pre entered and fail to turn up on the day, no refunds will be given.

Competition Entry Fees - please tick
Clubman £5
Intermediate £12
Advanced £16
Masters £18
FAI Domestic P-07 £18
FAI Domestic F-07 £18
FAI Centralised £22

CD to return this part to entrant

Your entry for …………………………………………………..………...is accepted/rejected

Your frequency is …………………….
Remarks :

Signed …………………..…………..…….………….CD. Date …………………….
Important note for MOD sites:
You must bring some means of identification (Driving Licence, Passport etc.) on the day.

I would like to help at this competition

I would like the oppertunity to fly F0-7

2007 Competition Entry Form

Name:

Name of helper/caller:
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Weekend 1 Weekend 2

April 1
Pilots & Judges Training 
Day—Leicester

8

May Saturday 5th May 
Baldock 
CD Nigel Kern

13
2nd Centralised (All Classes)
Ashbourne 

June 3
Stansted MFC 
CD Bill Michie 

10
Festival of Flight
Barkston Heath
CD Ashley Hoyland 
Glenrothes—SAA Event 
9th-10th Romilly—P-07

July 1
Skelbrooke
CD Steve Dunning
Newmarket 
CD George Drever 
30 June -1 July
Triple Crown 
Wexford, Ireland 

8
Heart of England Club 
CD Adrian Harrison 

August 5
Ashbourne 
CD Brian Hoare 

11—12 Scottish Nationals 
Stranraer
12 Gainsborough 
CD Ashley Hoyland 

September 2
Skelbrooke
CD Steve Dunning

9

October 7
Glenrothes—SAA Event

14

November 4 11 

March 4 11 

2007 Competition Calendar 

Weekend 3 Weekend 4 Weekend 5

14
Dumfries—SAA Event

22
1st Centralised (All Classes)
Barkston Heath 
65/67 Frequencies only. 

29
Skelbrooke
CD Steve Dunning

19—20
F3A 2007 Criterium—PO7 
Belgium, Grandrieu, Sivry 
werion.gerard@wanadoo.fr 
20 Tarbolton—SAA Event. 
MACCH Comp, Cherbourg.

27
Mansfield
CD Trevor Plumbe

17 24
3rd Centralised (All Classes)
Barkston Heath 
65/67 Frequencies only. 

15
Warboys 
CD Clive Whitwood 

22 28-29
2007 Team Trials 
(All Classes)
Venue TBC 

19 25th – 27th

BMFA Nationals
Barkston Heath 
CD Stuart Mellor

16 22nd—23rd
GBR/CAA Champs 
Venue TBC 

30

21 28

18 25 1st December 
GBRCAA AGM 

18 25 
Lanark—SAA Event 

Attention Pilots and Helpers:  
Please remember to send in your entries for competitions being held at RAF venues and all Centralised events at least 3 

weeks before the event.  Entries for normal domestic competitions should be received by the CD 2 weeks before the event. 

Centralised—Entries to Alison Harrop.  SAA Competitions—Please contact CD Angus Balfour,  

All Classes to be flown unless other wise stated. 3rd Issue—February 2007—Please check http://www.gbrcaa.org for updates. 

8th –18th November 2007 
World Championships—Argentina 
http://www.argentinaf3a.com/ 



2007 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

2007 Subscription Fees:

Senior £34.00 + £3.00 Team Travel Fund £37.00

Junior (Under 18) Free

Supporter Only £15.00

Overseas Supporter £18.00

Non competing Full Time Judge or Contest Director Free

All competing members must be current members of the BMFA
and hold a BMFA 'B' certificate or equivalent.

Full Name:

Address:

Post Code:

Tel:

Fax:

Email:

D.O.B. (IF UNDER 18)

BMFA No:

GBRCAA No:

Membership Required:

Flying Class:

Please help your association by volunteering your services to judge at competitions.

I am prepared to judge or help at Centralised competitions if requested.

I am prepared to judge or help at Domestic competitions if requested.

Online Newsletter: I would be happy to download my newsletter from the GBRCAA
Forums instead of receiving it by post.

Completed form should be sent with a cheque made payable to GBRCAA together with a  STAMPED
ADDRESSED ENVELOPE to:
Stuart Mellor, 84 Holymoor Road, Holymoorside, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S42 7DX, UK
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Contest Directors
Alison Harrop
133 Longdown Road
Congleton
Cheshire
CW12 4QR
Tel: 01260 279227

Bob Ailles
67 Wilson Avenue
Rochester
Kent
ME1 2SH
Tel: 01634 849101
Email:  judge@gbrcaa.org

Bill Michie
60 Mathams Drive
Thorley Park
Bishops Stortford
CM23 4EN
Tel: 01279 504595

Brian Hoare
27 Forest Road
Winsford, Cheshire
CW7 2RE
Tel: 01606 861793
Email: 
briansairstrip@aol.com

Clive Whitwood
7, Wheatsheaves
Sawtry
Huntington
Cambridgeshire
PE17 5NG
Tel: 01487 832195

George Drever
12 Green End
Stretham
Ely
Cambridgeshire
CB6 3LE
Tel:  01353 648360

Greg Butterworth
27 The Green
Steeple Morden
Royston
Herts
SG8 0ND
Tel: 01763 853318

Angus Balfour
51 Braefoot Avenue
Milngavie
Glasgow
G62 6JS
Tel: 0141 584 9608

Ashley Hoyland
Ivy Cottage
22 Turnshaw Road
Ulley
Sheffield
S26 3YG
Tel: 0114 2873432

Steve Dunning
10 Pinefield Road
Barnby Dun
Doncaster
DN3 1QT
Tel: 01302 886279

Trevor Plumbe
18 Greenacre
Mansfield
NG18 3JZ
Tel: 01623 462279
Email: trevorp268@ntlworld.com

Keith Jackson
14 St. Judes Close
Bishopdown
Salisbury
Wilts. SP1 3FA
Tel: 01722 410279

GBRCAA Newsletter Advertising Rates 2007

Pages Discount % Cost

Back Page 0 £25.00

¼ 0 £10.00

½ 0 £16.00

1 0 £20.00

2 5 £19.00

3 10 £18.00

4 15 £17.00

5 20 £16.00

6 25 £15.00

7 30 £14.00

8 35 £13.00

9 40 £12.00

10 or more 45 £11.00

Discount rates are based on total pages.
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SKELBROOKE COMPETITION
29th April 2007

The first Skelbrooke comp of the year brought our 15 competitors in total, 
with a healthy 9 in FAI, just one fewer than the previous weeks’ Centralised 
competition.

Always in contention for the FAI title was Steve Burgess. Steve put in a 
great first flight, something that all competitors should aspire to, as it sets a 
good base for the rest of the competition. A score of 532.5 put Steve firmly 
in first place with Garry Peacock taking second slot with a 484.5. This was 
Garry’s first PO7 competition and also his first with his new TS Composite 
Oxalys. Although Garry was still getting used to it, he clearly liked the 
design and just needs to get more time on the sticks.

Very close on Garry’s heals were Stephen Simm and Matthew Hoyland, 
scoring very closely together. Stephen’s scores got slightly better with each 
round. You had better ask him why that was!!!!!!

Another flyer from North of the Border was Malcolm Harris. Sparks certainly 
fly as Malcolm gets ready to fly, just as he connects the exposed battery 
terminal together!

Just 2 flyers in the remaining classes gave the spectators a chance to see 
what they could be flying if they took the opportunity to enter. More than 
one said they would fancy a go so it looks as though the flyers in those 
classes did their job. Tom Bootyman took the honours in Masters flying his 
Oxalys.

A blast from the past entered in Advanced, Pete Scoles was a pleasant 
sight to see on the entry list, and flying a 140 Adrenaline powered with 
an OS 140 on pipe. Pete showed that he had lost none of his former skills 
and had entered to see if he still would enjoy the experience. By the fact 
that Peter has entered the next two Skelbrooke comps, I think that that 
question has been answered.

Two new flyers were found in Clubman, Bob Rowland and Peter 
Hitchborne, both from the local Don Valley club. In fact, Peter was the first 
prize-winner in the GBRCAA raffle last year. However, after experiencing 
the flying site at Skelbrooke, both joined the club that evening! Bob had 
the edge in the first two rounds but Peter came through with an excellent 
130 on the final round to close the gap to a more respectable figure.

Thanks must go to Pete Cap, John and Richard Howarth for their judging 
and to Eddy Scott, Adrian Harrison and Stuart Mellor for helping with the 
totting up of the scores, a thankless task for someone on their own.

The pilots deserve a thank you as well, they know the procedure, get on 
with it and at no time did I have to jump on anybody for not being ready. 
I know that pilots’ enjoy Skelbrooke but the CD has to as well, and I really 
did enjoy my day. So much so that I have a model on the building board 
now!

Steve Dunning
CD

Name Class Pos Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Total
Steve Burgess FAI 1 532.5 558.5 553.5 1112
Garry Peacock FAI 2 484.5 501 465.5 985.5
Stephen Simm FAI 3 476 483.5 484 967.5

Matthew Hoyland FAI 4 464.5 487 475.5 962.5
Malcolm Harris FAI 5 433.5 440 444.5 884.5
Adrian Harrison FAI 6 382 419 449.5 868.5

Bob Wasson FAI 7 418.5 416.5 436.5 855
Ken Moss FAI 8 385.5 333 408.5 794

Brian Hoare FAI 9 352 0 (e/c) 126 (e/c) 478
       

Tom Bootyman Mast 1 475 477.5 437.5 952.5
Ashley Hoyland Mast 2 432 442 384.5 874

       
Peter Scoles Adv 1 397.5 400.5 415.5 816

Stephen Haywood Adv 2 300.5 250.5 240 551
       

Bob Rowland Club 1 133.5 124.5 124 258
Peter Hitchborne Club 2 112.5 104.5 130 242.5
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BALDOCK COMPETITION
5th May 2007

Name Class Pos Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Total
Mike Williams FAI 1 523.5 551.5 - 1075

George Dever FAI 2 442 487.5 532.5 1020

Garry Peacock FAI 3 477.50 502.50 515.50 1018

Bill Michie FAI 4 435 466.5 477 943.50

Robbie Meek ADVANCED 1 386 386 158.50 772

Graham Martin ADVANCED 2 300 354 337.50 691.50

Alan Connelley ADVANCED 3 321.50 319 303 640.50

Mel Garlick ADVANCED 4 285 310.50 319 629.50

Roger Marples ADVANCED 5 258 271 279.50 550.50

Steve Haywood ADVANCED 6 95 240.50 270 510.50

Nigel Kern INTERMEDIATE 1 186 170 200.50 386.50

Dave Fox INTERMEDIATE 2 105.50 184.50 156 340.50

Gavin Garlick CLUBMAN 1 102 124.50 125.50 250

The morning of the 5th dawned cold and overcast with northerly winds at 
8 to 10 knots, a little different from what we have come to expect recently! 

As we arrived at the field it was being cut by the contractors and looked in 
great condition ready for the day’s flying. We had 13 booked in to fly, 4 in 
FAI, 6 in Advanced, 2 in Intermediate and one in Clubman.

As it is fairly early in the season there were some new comers entering their 
first competition and I want to give a special mention to Gavin Garlick as 
he was competing for the first time in the Clubman class. Also there were 
some new models with Garry Peacock flying his Oxalys, in only its second 

competition in confident form.

As we have come to expect Mike Williams was flying brilliantly and it was 
nice to see Andy Nichols calling for him again this year. Mike seems to be 
going from strength the strength with another win.

The most hotly contested class was the Advanced with another great 
performance from Robbie Meek who appears to be really enjoying his 
flying, especially with his new Electric Comp ARF Intergral. This was the only 
electric model at the competition. Unfortunately Robbie’s third round was 
cut short after he put the wrong pack in to the model and it ran out of 
steam after just 8 manoeuvres. A shame as he was scoring well. Never the 
less he went on to win the class in some style with a total of 772. 

I want to express my thanks to all those that made the day possible. 
Especially to Brian Ball and Eddie Scott for judging and putting up with the 
cold weather. 
Thanks to all the pilots for coming and making the day a pleasure to run. 

Thanks to the North London Model Flying Club (NLMFC) for the use of their 
field for the day and thanks to Mrs Garlick for her help in toting up the 
scores at the end of the day.

I had been looking forward to the competition for sometime and it did not 
disappoint. It was fun to arrange and I think everyone enjoyed themselves. 
I will certainly be asking the club committee if we can have another date 
for next year.

Until then have a great season.

Nigel Kern
CD
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Nigel Kern rewarding Gavin 
Garlick with his first place in 

Clubman.



TS COMPOSITE OXALYS
Bill Michie

I took delivery of my TS Composite Oxalys at the end of November and started 
“construction” on 9th Jan, the model being “maidened” on 9th March. 

A big step for me into an all-composite model, AND into my FIRST four-stroke, 
a DZ 1.60. Although there were a few irritating “fitting” issues I came across, 
it was worthwhile persevering and getting everything “just right”. The result 
is a fine model that not only looks fantastic, but flies very well indeed. The 
moulding material (a foam/ glass cloth composite by the look of it) is used 
throughout the airframe, with carbon cloth reinforcing the forward half of 
the fuz. The paint job is very good indeed, apparently being applied after 
removal from the moulds. I was particularly impressed with the “shading” 
of some colours. It pays with all Aerobatic models, to make sure all 
measurements, angles and incidences are correct, and this was done, as 
one would naturally do with any model intended for Competition flying. I 
chose to “keep things simple” in as many areas as possible, this shows in 
my “plumbing” installation as well as radio, servo and control rigging. The 
Elevator servos are mounted under the stab, in the fuse side and this has 
several advantages (though elegance isn’t one of them!): For example, 
the Output arms are easily accessible and can be used quite short for best 
“mechanical advantage” (I’ve already “shortened” the moment arm on 
them to get less throw and better accuracy, which couldn’t be done with 
the servos inside the stab halves) Specs-wise, some details are: Futaba gear 
(9102’s on ail’s, 9206/ rudder, 9650’s on elevators, and a 3101 for throttle) 
Engine is on a ZN Mount, tank is a Tettra 20oz (no header) with foam YS 
clunk, and muffler is a Hatori 821, though using an 823 header (10mm rise 
only) and a short brace to the crankcase to keep it in place. Presently using 
an APC 17x12, well “trimmed” that was used for running in and still works very 

well. Fuel is the “usual” CP-30. All-up weight is near enough 4900g without 
canaliser, so safely within the limit. The CG is MUCH further aft than suggested 
in the instructions, at approx 260mm from the wing T/E, and this has proved 
quite good so far. ( I believe this closely matches the ZN measurement and 
is still conservative) Control throws are quite small (I thought!) and have had 
to be reduced, as all surfaces are VERY powerful, especially the rudder. 

On the flying side, it’s been a pleasure to fly and prepare for Comp flying.
It feels very solid and stable, though is highly capable in the right hands 
(as was amply demonstrated today at the Baldock Comp by Mike 
Williams, who “wrung out” Garry Peacock’s Oxalys in a jaw-dropping 
“freestyle” display flight after the Comp) Little basic trimming was required, 
and only small amounts of mixing needed. I find it flies very “true” and is 
particularly strong in knife-edge, even without the Canaliser. (I plan to 
try mine later, though Garry fitted his straight away). The Canaliser seems 
to come into its own with more involved “rolling/looping/integrated” 
manoeuvres when the yawing power becomes simply awesome. Any 
doubts I may have had about the flying weight or wing weight, has 
proved to be unfounded, as the model snaps, spins and rolls very well.
I’ve put just over 40 flights on mine now, and flew it in its first competition 
today. (Baldock) Scores are up, though the flier needs work..........................! 

I look forward to seeing more of these fine models flying this season.
In finishing, I must thank several modellers for their patient and helpful input 
and advice in both the model assembly, and engine help: Bob Wasson, Angus 
Balfour, Mel Garlick, Steve Burgess and of course, Steve Dunning who supplied 
the model. My thanks to other modellers that I’ve also phoned/ emailed etc.

Bill Michie. 5th May 2007.
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NEW STUFF!
Composite ARF Integral
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Mark Pearce’s Composite ARF Integral.  Designed by ZN Line pilot Stephane Carrier 
and available in various versions.  ZN Line produce their own kit versions as usual and 
Composite ARF doing them almost ready to fly in differing colour schemes.  Mark has 
opted the for an electric steup using a Hacker motor.

YS-170
The eagerly awaited YS-170 should hit our 
shores in the coming months.  The elite 
few have had them for a few seasons 
now but they will at last be on general 
sale very soon.

YS-110s
The ‘S’ version of the YS 110 is now 
available.  Following on from the YS-63S 
the regulator is mounted onto the push 
rods for better cooling offering better 
reliability and more power.

CA-Models Genesis
World Championship version of the 
Genesis with SFG’s on the wing tips.  
Should be available soon.

OS 200 FI

The OS 200 FI looks a quality peace of 
engineering as they look to reclaim a 
proportion of the F3A market.  Electronic 
fuel injected version should provide 
plenty of power.

JR and Futaba announce 2.4Ghz.

JR and Futaba have 
both announced 2.4GHz 
systems.  JR based around 
the Spectrum system and 
Futaba using their own FASST 
method.  Basically the JR locks 
onto two free frequencies 
and the Futaba constantly 
shifts through free ones.  Both 
should be available later in 
the year.



PRO REPORT
Just a note to bring everyone up to date with the PRO activities – and a few 
thoughts.

After the AGM and subsequent Committee meeting it was very obvious that 
any plans to promote our Association would have to be done at minimal cost 
and although the raffle had put a little reserve into the PRO fund, for this year at 
least it can only be ethical to run with the spirit of our drive to survive on a self 
funding basis.  

We are unable to fund stands at any show which undoubtedly helps us meet 
and talk to the most modellers about what we do in our Association and explain 
our schedules.  So the Nationals are the only place where we can do this and I 
will do my best to talk to as many visitors as possible. We only have one chance 
to get it right for the Nats, so forward planning is very important.  Our visitors 
want to see us flying and be told what we are doing by listening to the PA 
announcements and have someone around to answer their questions. Pointing 
out any particularly interesting model or announcing that one of the top flyers 
in the country is about to fly adds to their interest.   It is an opportunity for them 
to see the best models in the country so please be prepared to answer any 
questions to attract new members.  It is an opportunity, your opportunity, to set 
the seed in their mind that they might just like to have a go and join us.  We have 
few other plans for this year so please let me know if you can do anything to 
help.  We cannot survive without attracting a steady stream of new members.

On my part I have agreed to do as many club talks as possible.  However, 
without a laptop, data projector and screen we are relying on the host clubs to 
provide the equipment.  You might say we can do club presentations without 
any such equipment, but with the aid of our PowerPoint presentation and 
accompanying videos the content is far more meaningful and entertaining, 
and much appreciated by the three clubs I have visited so far.  Matt and I have 
shared the cost of a laptop and I already have a screen, so now we need a 
data projector, and if anyone can help with this item at the right price please let 
me know.  To date I have contacted all BMFA Northern Area clubs through their 
News Letter to ask if they would like me to attend one of their meetings (and I will 
extend this to other BMFA Areas later in the year).  This has resulted in four or five 
requests but three are to be arranged in the Autumn.  I have already attended 
meetings at the Gravesend Model Club (near Maidstone, Kent) and Calderdale 
Model Club (Halifax, West Yorkshire) to give my presentation.  May I thank these 
clubs for their welcome and hospitality.  Meeting modellers at these gatherings 
is interesting and very enjoyable but the preparation is extensive and time 
consuming.  If any member has the opportunity to attend a local club meeting 
and talk about our Association please use the time to the best advantage, and 
if you think I can help with content, or indeed in any way, please let me know.  If 
your club will cover my travelling costs I will attend if at all possible.   

One of our best kept secrets is the facility for anyone to download the calling 
cards and score sheets from our web site, so please encourage any club near 
you to use these for their club competitions. (I have also mentioned this in the 
BMFA News article).  Being able to print off a basic trim chart is also a good way 
of introducing club flyers to simple aerobatics and the link on our web site to a 
basic trimming chart now points to our own version.  I thank those who have 
contributed to get agreement on what should be published.  

I have updated our colour leaflets, and I am still progressing with the changes 
to the web site with the new schedule names.  I am continuing to maintain our 
presence in the BMFA News which I still find difficult to write and again time 
consuming. If any member would like to write an article for the occasional issue, 
please let me know and I will provide full details of what is required.  We have to 
remember though what ever we write has to be interesting to other flyers not just 
members of our Association.  I am not sure I get that bit right.

May I congratulate Peter Hitchbourne (first with 2.4GHz I believe) and Bob 
Rowland for entering their first competition in Clubman at Skelbrooke.  Please 
forgive me if there are others who should be mentioned and please let me 
know about any first time competitors so we can give them a mention.  Better 
still make sure they get a mention in your CDs Competition report which should 
be sent to the Association News and Web editor as soon as possible after the 
competition. I really believe good friendly competition in all classes at well 
organised competitions is what we are all about.

So I hope the 2007 season does see good competition in all classes and I was 
going to say I hope to see many new names on our score sheets.  Now at the 
end of April and after our first Skelbrooke competition that has already been 
confirmed …… and all this happened in front of our “International Panel of 
Judges” now known as the International Nitpickers, formally affectionately known 
as the Mansfield Mafia, thank you all for your support ladies and gentleman. 
(sorry if there were a couple missing from the photo)

See you on the flight lines. 

Ashley Hoyland
GBR/CAA PRO
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Page 2 

Lateral balance 
8 Fly model towards 

you and pull a tight 
loop.
Repeat for outside 
loop

Wing drops at exit Add weight to high wing tip 

OR Roll model inverted at 
half throttle 

Wing that drops is the 
heavy wing 

Add weight to other wing 

Aileron differential …. to help achieve axial rolls
9 Fly model towards 

you and pull into a 
vertical climb. Then 
half roll 

If after the half roll your 
model changes heading. 
In the same direction as 
the roll.  (i.e. If the roll 
is to the right and after 
the half roll the models 
heads to the right). 

Opposite direction to the 
roll. 

Increase aileron differential. (up 
going aileron to move further than 
down going aileron) 

Decrease aileron differential 

Dihedral .. To change - the centre joint, or the wing tube sockets would need to be 
repositioned and a control mix may be considered to be an easier compromise here. 
10 From straight and 

level flight, roll to 
knife edge, hold top 
rudder to maintain 
level flight 

If the model rolls to 
inverted.

Model rolls back to 
upright

Increase dihedral 

Decrease dihedral 

Trimming should be a constant concern to make the most of your model and it is expected that
you may have to revisit the above chart to improve your models flight characteristics. Always
make one adjustment at a time and check the effect thoroughly before making any further
adjustment. If all the above suggestions do not achieve the desired results, electronic mixing
of the controls must be considered, for instance if to maintain a flat turn through 360° the nose
drops, mixing some up elevator to react to 80% rudder may solve the problem without
affecting other manoeuvres like knife edge fight where less rudder will be used, or you may
wish to program a switch to apply the mix when required. It may be a lot less work to apply a
mix than change the dihedral is another instance, but remember the objective is to reduce the
workload on the sticks whilst flying a schedule. There are some highly regarded pilots who are
said to rely more on electronic mixing than mechanical trimming to achieve their ‘required
feel’. So trimming is an individual art which you need to develop with time and experience.
This guide is intended as a starting place.

For those wishing to correct a basic design fault it is worth knowing the first action should be
to decide on a fuselage datum line, this is the line you wish the fuselage to assume when flying
straight and level, the way it sits in the air. All other incidences, (main wing, engine down
thrust and tailplane) are then set with reference to this line. Rudder hinge line angle and
proportions of the rudder are also very important.

The whole concept of going to these lengths to trim your model is to reduce the workload to
correct your model in flight so you can concentrate on flying the schedule.

Thanks to many members, past and present, and reference from other sources to compile this chart. A C Hoyland.  PRO GBR/CAA March 2007.   

BASIC TRIMMING for AEroBATICS 
Please read the preamble and end notes fully. 

This chart assumes your aircraft was built accurately and you have set the Centre of Gravity
close to the manufacturer’s recommendation. Your aircraft has been designed to fly at or
below a given weight and a heavy aircraft may never fully satisfy the conditions of this chart.
Working through the chart you may have to accept some compromises, but time spent
trimming will be well worth the effort. These tests should be carried out in reasonably calm
weather.

The Basics 
1 Trim your model for straight and level flight with the engine set at just over half 

throttle.  Models smaller than two metres may need a slightly higher throttle setting but 
full throttle should not be required.  If you have tailplane incidence adjusters it is 
assumed that you have trimmed out the inaccuracies to leave the tailplane and elevators 
level.  Check that all servo throws are matched to recommended settings and there is 
no play in the control linkages. 

Engine Trust Line 
2 Hold straight and 

level flight at just over 
half throttle then 
smoothly increase the 
throttle to full. 

Model climbs 

Model dives 

Increase down thrust 

Decrease down thrust 

3 Fly straight and level 
pull to the vertical 

Model pulls to the left 

Model  pulls to the right 

Add more engine right thrust. 

Decrease engine right thrust. 
Balance: Centre of Gravity 
4 Fly straight and level, 

increase the throttle to 
full and pull to a 45° 
climb.  Hold the 45° 
line then roll to 
inverted.

After rolling inverted 
down elevator has to be 
used to maintain the 45° 
line. 

If the model climbs 

Add weight to the tail. 

Add weight to the nose. 
5 Go back to 1. 
Wing Incidence.  The degrees of incidence should be related to the datum line of the model.  
For ease of comparison it is sometimes related to the centre line of the tailplane airfoil.  The 
two reference lines may be different. 

6 Start high and reduce 
throttle to tick over, 
dive in a straight line. 

Model pulls to canopy 

Model pulls to belly 

Reduce wing incidence. 

Increase wing incidence 

OR
 Model pulls to canopy 

Model Pulls to belly 
Increase tailplane incidence 
Decrease tailplane incidence 

7 If any incidence is changed go back to 1 
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